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Recessl| on

Everybody in America has experienced the Great Recessi
some form.

In the chess world, attendance at tournaments is gener
down a bit. USCF and NYSCA membership are always
GNBYRAY3 R2gy Ay NBOSyild Y2
an impact as has the Internet, which allows free chess pla
in a variety of forms. Even without the unique interaction
the inperson chess tournament, the various Internet sif]
seem to besufficient to engage a significant portion of th
chessplaying audience.

Ly ! {/cCcQa OlFlaSz G4KS O2yiaA
organization to split the National Youth Action into east 3
west events for 2012 and beyond. When | contacted U
president Bill Hall about the possibility of having the event
New York, he responded with a positivenail.

That speaks volumes. Simply put, for the first time in alm
a decade, we have a chance to be on the National stage
again. It may haveaken a financial crisis, but it appears th
the automatic answer in Crossville to New York hostin
bl GA2YI € Aay Qi 2dzad asSQNJ
could consider doing the east in Beaumont and the west i
Paso, but the 2010 event is in Na&wS NR S & @ ¢
closer.

I am gauging interest in NYSCA bidding on the National ]
Action 2012, and using the event as a fuatser. Our
neighbors in New Jersey have been extremely succes
using the U.S. Amateur Team East as a fundraisel
showcase event for their state chess federation. It is now
the point that it is basically unthinkable that the tourname
would be anywhere else but Central Jersey.

We can do the same thing here. Bring your ideas to
annual meeting in Albany oh SLJG SY6 SNJ ¢ @
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happen here.
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National Chess Day is coming, be part of it!

At the Saint Louis board meeting (May-23), the USCF Executive Board decided to shine a spotlight on this
year's National Chess Day! The holiday, founded by Gerald Ford in 1976, is celebrated each October 9th. This
year National Chess Daylfaon a Saturday, allowing enterprising promoters a great opportunity to showcase
National Chess Day events. It is also part of the Columbus Day weekend, which is traditionally-tfé kick

to the scholastic chess season.

The USCEF is offering free Tomament Life Announcements (TLA) and free rating fees for events that fall on

October 9th (the event must also include " National
the September issue, is also the deadline for submission of doflaANational Chess Day event. For local
organi zer s, it is the perfect opportunity to promot

your club or organization. For every one USCF or NYSCA member, there are 100 people playiag on th
Internet or casually who are part of our potential market, and your average club member can be the person
doing a simultaneous exhibition at the shopping center or school on National Chess Day.

Here's what the USCF is planning to do to help organizeraqite National Chess Day events:

Fr ee TAnRatd Beginner Open that includes "National Chess Day" in its TLA title receives both
a free TLA and free rating fees. Any eday event for October 9 which has "National Chess Day" in
its TLA title receives a free TLA. Any twithree day event held over a period which includes October
9, and has "National Chess Day" in its TLA title will receive a free TLA and free rating fees.

(Reminder, the submission deadl aveany questionsTaboAtd s i s
composing your TLA, contact Joan Dubois at tla@uschess.org.
Special TLA highlighting: Nat i onal Chess Day TLAO®6s wildl receive

Chess Lifeand on the USCF website.

Special Online CoverageThe USCFwill have expanded coverage on the USCF website leading up to
National Chess Day events.

Write it Up: Any organizer/director of these qualifying events is encouraged to submit a brief description
of the event and results (including what was done to pmicitess in this event) by November 10 for
consideration in a "National Chess Day" article on Chess Life Online or in the January i€hiesof
Life. Send these to letters@uschess.org.

A USCF Care PackageWhen submitting a TLA for these events, the oigear/affiliate may also request
two copies of a recent Chess Life (for open/adult events) or two copiekest Life for Kidgfor
scholastic events) as well as copies of US€lRted chess flyers for display at their event. Please
include a mailing adéss with your request.

We can do our part with New York events as well. Any National Chess Day events can be posted on the

www.nysca.netve b si te at no charge. New Yor k dguartetsfoe Empi |
chess. Make your club or organization part of the action on National Chess Day!

National Chess Day- Saturday, October 9
Be part of the celebration!
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New Jerseyplayer
Christopher Wu
triumphs at 18"
New York State

Open

by Bill Townsend

The 18th annual New York State Open was held
May 1416 at the colorful Howard Johnson Tiki
Lodge in Lake George Village. Overall 67 players
competed in three sections, a substantial
i mprovement over 57 at |

The Open section was won biew Jersey
scholastic player Christopher Wu with an
undefeated 4% result. His only draw was to
New York State High School Champion Deepak
Aaron, who was also undefeated but had another
draw and a halpoint bye to finish tied for second
with llya Solorkovich at 3%1%. Schenectady
club members Philip Sells and Patrick Chi tied for
fourth with 32. Tied for sixth with 212% were:
Steve Romero, Jarrod Tavares, Jonathan Richman
and Chen Qu.

Last year 0s event was
Ivanov, but there wer no titled players at all in
this year6s Open. I n f

had 13 players in it because a number of players
who would have been there ordinarily played
instead in the Senior section, open to players 50
and older. The surprise winner that section was
Phil Ferguson with an undefeated 4¥xesult. In

the last round Ferguson upset Gordon Magat (see
below), who finished clear second withl4while
Mike Mockler was clear third with 3'2%. Tied

for fourth with 32 were: Al Lawrence, Eui
Strickland, Fred Sauberman and Pierce Cummings.
Robert McGuinness was clear eighth with-2%.

In spite of the lack of players with FIDE titles,
there was plenty of support among lower rated
players: the Undet710 Section was larger than

the otherwo sections put together. Here Vermont
pl ayer Andrew Pal mer
Reserve section) and Connecticut player
Christopher Sherry tied for first with 4%.
Daniel Brule from Quebec and local player David
Connors tied for third with 4. Fifth through
eighth with 3%1% were: Jeffrey Wu, Jonathan
Keuhne, Brian Clark and Mario Russo. Ten (1)
players tied for ninth with -2: Corey Sansola,
Gabriel Katz, Ray Alguire, John Otteson, Jonathan
Meeter, Raymond Garzia, Dilip Aaron, Howard
Jacobus, TimothKraft and Gary Vickers.

(who

Incidentally 1710 seems to be kind of an odd
number for a rating ceiling, but according to
tournament director Steve |
players stuck on their rating floor at 1700.

‘Bhe tournamentrwass direstedeby Stewremitt for
the New York State
grateful to Steve for providing me with games
from the event.

Sad but true: | have no games from tournament
winner Christopher Wu. However here is one of
the more interesting games, between Schadgc
and Saratoga Champion Philip Sells and scholastic
player Jonathan Richman from Kingston. Talking
wi t h Sel | s afterward,
enthusiastic about his result equal fourth with
three draws, a haffoint bye and a wiri but did
play some interesting games. In this one he barely
managed to draw. Interestingly my chess

he s

veonputeb thinksG the fmal epgsiion dvéhere the

players agreed to a draw is completely won for

Black, put in thisscas®tpedhumans are ight angl theo n | y
computer is wrong in spite of his material plus,

Black cannot win.

Philip Sells (2024)i Jonathan Richman (1801)
Caro-Kann Defense [B19]

New York State Open, round 1

Lake George Village, NY, May 14, 2010

l.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 dxe4 4.Nxed4 Bf5 5.Ng3
Bg6 6.Nf3 Nd7 7.h4 h6 85 Bh7 9.Bd3 Bxd3
10.Qxd3 This little drama, with White kicking the
Black Bishop around and then exchanging it, has
been played tens of thousands of times befane
my databases there are over 12,000 games
continuing from this point.

Chess A



10...e6 11.Bd2 Qc7 16-0-0 0-0-0 13.Kb1l Ngf6
14.c4 c5 15.Bc3 cxd4 16.Bxd4?!

Although the game is not yet unique, | believe that
this is the start of White's problems. The first
player has done much better with 16.Nxd4 a6
17.Nb3 Be7 18.Qe2 and White has a small
advantage.

16...Bc5 17.Qc2?!

As near as | can tell this is where the game leaves
known opening theory. Previously seen here was
17.Qe2 and now, for example, the game Claverie
Sorbe, France 2009 continued: 17...Bxd4 18.Rxd4
Nb8 19.Rhdl Nc6 20.Rxd8+ Rxd8 21.b3 Rxdl+
22.0Qxd1 Qf4 with a small advantage to Black, who
later went on to win.

17...Bxd4 18.Rxd4 Ne5!

This puts White in an awkward place. Either he
has to allow his Kingside pawn structure to be
destroyed, or submit to Black dominating the
center with 18..N& 19.Rxd8+ Rxd8 20.Nxeb5
Qxeb.

19.Rhd1l Nxf3 20.gxf3 Rxd4 21.Rxd4 Qa5
22.Qd1 Rd8

Black doesn't have a problem with trading off the
major pieces because the resulting Knight ending
greatly favors him.

23.Rxd8+ Qxd8 24.Qxd8+ Kxd8 25.Kc2 Kd7
26.b4 b6

My chess computer recommends that Black control
the center squares with 26...e5 27.a4 g6 28.hxg6
fxg6. Notice that White can't play Ne4 at any point
because after the Knights are exchanged as Black's
passed fpawn wins.

27.Kd3 Kd6 28.f4 Kc6 29.f3 b5 30.cxb5+?

30.f5 or 30.a3 seem like better ideas for White
here.

30...Kxb5 31.Kc3 Nd5+ 32.Kb3 Nxf4 33.a4+
Kb6 34.Kc4 a6

One idea here is 34...a5 and after 35.b5 e5 36.Nf5
Nxh5 37.Kd5 Nf6+ 38.Kxe5 Nd7+ 39.Kd4 Nc5
Black will take the a4 pawn and appears to be
closeto winning.

35.Kd4 Nd5 36.Kc4 Ne3+ 37.Kd3 Nd5 38.Kc4
06 39.hxg6 fxg6 40.Ne4 h5

White's position seems criticait appears that he

is going to have to give up his Knight for Black's h
pawn.

41.Ng5 Nf4 42.Kd4 h4 43.b5 h3?

Pushing this pawn is White'siming idea in this
position, but this is just one move too soon. After
43...axb5 44.axb5 h3 45.Nxh3 (Technically better
is 45.Ne4 but White's position doesn't look hopeful

after 45...h2 46.Nf2 Kxb5 47.Nh1 Nd5) 45...Nxh3
46.Ke5 Kxb5 47.Kxe6 Kc4 48.Ke5 ghd Black
wins.)

44 Nxh3 Nxh3 45.bxa6 Nf4 %>

Here the players agreed to a draw, which is
astounding considering that according to my
computer Black is two pawns ahead with a winning
position. However, if we investigate a little
further, we see that thgame is in fact drawn,
mainly due to the fact that the Black king is stuck
on the Queenside: 46.Ke5 g5 47.Kf6 Kxa6
48.Kxg5 Nd5 49.Kg6 Ka5 50.Kf7 Nf4 51.Kf6 and
White will force the win of Black's last pawn,
ensuring the draw.)

Here is the money game frothe Senior section.
Phil Ferguson came in clear first with 4%, but
going into the last round he was trailing Gordon
Magat by a half a point so he went for broke,
opening with the rather disreputable Sniiforra
Gambit. The result was an interesting \thiat he
was nice enough to annotate, and many of his notes
are quoted below.

Phil Ferguson (1836)i Gordon Magat (1989)
Sicilian Defense [B21]

New York State Open Seniors, round 5

Lake George Village,NY, May 16, 2010

l.e4dch2.d4

The SmitiMorra Gambithad a brief vogue about
40 years ago, but these days it's considered to be
unsound. To give you an ide&rom 2008 to 2010

| only found one game where a player rated over
2500 was willing to try it. However, at lower
levels it can be quite dangerous.

2...cxd4 3.c3 dxc3

Ferguson: iGordon told
starting to play the Sicilian but knew nothing about
this I|ine. A pretty
as a draw would give him first place. | was
happy!" Statistically Black accepts the nglit
80% of the time, according to my databases.
4.Nxc3 Nc6 5.Bc4 e6 6.Nf3 a6 #®b5 8.Bb3 b4
This reasonabldooking move makes the game
unique. Most common here is 8...Bb7 and now, for
example, Mess&rooten, Caorle 1981/EXT 1999
continued: 9.Qe2 Nge70.Bg5 f6 11.Be3 Na5
12.Rfd1?! Nxb3 13.axb3 Ng6 14.Nd4 Qb8 and
Black is a little better, and later went on to win.
9.Na4 Nf6

The point of 8..b5 was to make defending e4

gut sy



annoying for White, but Black is lagging in
development.

10.Qe2 d6 11.Rd1 Bd7 121B e5?!

A pretty major concession from Black his
backward dpawn is going to keep him bottled up.
It seems to be better for him to play more
dynamically, for example: 12...Na5 13.Bxd6?!
Nxb3 14.axb3 Bba.3.Bg5
(Ferguson:

fi mi ssed

He then suggests the line 29.g3 Rg5 30.Qd3 and
White has a very strong game, bstnot quite

winning. However after 29.Qh5! Rg6 30.Qh8+

Rg8 31.Qh6+ Ke8 32.Qh7 Rf8 black has been
reduced to helplessness.)

Here is an interesting game whertadk plays a
good game against a substantially higher rated

t h eopporestt uptil He3nissgs & fordeBtendnd théddx d 5

exf4 15.Rd6 | looked at this better(!) line and i t 6s al | downhill for him.
thought ...Be6 would stop me as | did not see how

Knight on c¢c6 would then RBriamGlarkl553)i Leo Herr (1319)

13...Be7 14.Bxf6 gxf6 Sicilian Defense [B94]

Black has to weaken his Kingside because New York State Open Under 1710, round 1
14...Bxf6 dops the epawn. Lake George Village, NY, May 14, 2010

15.Bd5 Qa5 16.b3 Rc8 17.Racl

Ferguson suggests 17.Nd2 as a possible 1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nfé 5.Nc3 a6
improvement, with white having the better game 6.Bg5 e5 7.Nf3 Be7 8.Bc4 b3®2Bxf6 Bxf6?

after 17...Nd4 18.0Qh5 Bb5 19.Qxf7+ Kd8. This has a tactical flaw in it. Best for Black is
17...Na7 18.Rxc8+ Nxc8 9...bxc4 10.Bxe7 Qxe7 but White is very much
Ferguson: il was exp-ect ibetgraftérdl.Nd5.Bxc8 with Na7
>b5->c3 to cme as a better plan. With Black 10.Bd5?

completely backed up in the game, it was time for 10.Bxf7+! Kxf7 11.Qd5+ with a winning material
White to swing to the Ki adgastagd fer.White.

19.Nh4 Nb6 10...Ra7 11.a3 ® 12.h3 Qb6 13. Nc6 14.b4
19...Be6?! 20.Qc4! and Black is in trouble. Nd4 15.Rel Rc7 16.Nxd4 exd4 17.Ne2 d3
20.Nxb6 Qxb6 21.Qh5 Rf8 22.Nf5 Qc5 18.cxd3 Bxal 19.Qxal Bb7 20.Nf4 Rc2 21.Rfl
Ferguson: ABl ack i s dowBxd5P'@2.N85Qd8 nut es on his
clock." In spite of being down the exchange, White is a
23.Bc4 little better here: his Knight is a beast.

Ferguson: Now Black is completely boxed in and | 23.Qbl Rc8 24.f4 a5 25.f5 Kh8 26.Khl axb4
can slowly tighten the vise by infiltrating the 27.axb4 Qg5 28.f6 g6 2Q@el?! Rc2 30.Rgl Rfc8
Queenside. Messy but playable was 23.Ng7+ Kd8 31.Qal Rcl 32.Qa6??

24.Bxf7 Qc2 25.Ne6+ Bxeb6 26.Bxe6 although This allows a forced mate. White's only playable
White's subsequent game plan now did not seem as move is 32.Qa2.

clear. Similar with 23.Nh6 Bb5 24.Nxf7 Kd7. 32...Rxgl+ 33.Kxgl Qcl+?

23...Qc6 24.Qxh7 Bxf5 Alas, the wrong piece! The mating line continues:
As Ferguson points out 24...Qxe4?? is a blunder 33...Rcl+ 34.Kh2 (34.Kf2 Rc2+ 35.Kf3 Qxg2+
that loses the Queen after 25.Ng7+. 36.Kf4 g5+ 37.Kf5 Rf2+ 381 Rxf4, mate)
25.Qxf5 Rh8 26.Qg4 34...Qe5+ 35.Nf4 Qxf4+ 36.93 Qf2, mate.)
Ferguson: APl ayed -whch dr a34.Kh2 h5@! 35kQxd®é ¢h7 B60Qd T Kh6?

places the King behind the vulnerable &m and Now Black is just lost. He had to play 36...Rf8.

it keeps Bl ackods pieces 37mefd Kgbd B8Qet ddr. 89.0xc7 Qxc7+
26...Kf8 27.Rd5 40.Nxc7 Kxf6 41.Nxb5 Ke5 42.Na7 Kd4 43.b5
Ferguson: ANow t he pl an Kc5s 44ted Kinda 45eNc8i+ tKxbp a46.dMKob | for

Black to move almost anything. Coming is Qg4
>f3->d3 and either grab thepawn, or slide the R
to the Queenside and play Qd5."

27...Rg8 28.@8 Qb6 29.g3 10

Ferguson: AEnds all of
is either going to get his Q to d5 or run his R to the
back rank. But here Black let his clock run out."

Bchampidn' Beefalh rAarant sand Axpait

47 Ne7+ Kd7 48.Nxg6 Ke6 49.Nf4+ Kd7-Q

Here is an exciting game from the last round of the
Open Section between New York scholastic
Wahite
Solonkovich. Both players miss wins in this
complicated sacrificial game. Tlposition seems



to favor white at the end, but some moves are
missing. Probably the realization that neither
player could catch the leader made a peaceful
resolution attractive.

llya Solonkovich (2122)i Deepak Aaron (2218)
Ruy Lopez [C68]

New York State Open, round 5

Lake George Village, NY, May 16, 2010

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Bxc6 dxc6 &0
Bg4 6.h3 h5
Bl ack

of fers White a

pi ewgiel, |

bxc3 30.Bcl fxe5 31.Nxe5 Rd5 32.Nf3 c5 33.Bf4
Bf6 ¥2Y2

| can't read the last couple moves, but the game
was shortly agreed drawn

The Scholastic Column:

Common Misconceptions
By Andrew Ardito

This will be my last column for Empire Chess, as |

Greek soldiers, and it has been played thousands Andrew will be joining the class of 2014 at

of times before.

7.d3

White correctlysees he can't win a Knight here:
7.hxg4? hxg4 and now White's best is to let Black
take the knight on f3 with 8.d3 otherwise bad
things happen to him on thefite, for example:
8.Nxe5?? Qh4 9.f4 g3 mating.

7..Qf6 8.Nbd2 Ne7 9.Rel Ng6 10.d4 Nf4!?
11.hxg4hxg4 12.Nh2 Rxh2?

12...Nxg2! 13.dxe5 Qh4 and White is in a lot of
trouble. By the way, in this line 13.Kxg2 gets
White mated: 13éRxh2*
03 16.Qe2 g2*, etc.

13.Kxh2 Qh4+ 14.Kgl g3 15.fxg3 Qxg3 16.Re2
exd4 17.Nf1 Nh3+ 18.Kh1 Nf2+

Forced, if White doesn't want a draw.

19.Rxf2 Qxf2 20.Bg5 Be7 21.Qd27!

21.0h5 looks strong and White may well be
winning.

Thereds roo
Become an Empire
Chess contributor and
support chess in the

Empire State!

Contact the Editor for
more information!

21...Qxd2 22.Bxd2 @-0 23.g3 c5 24.Kg2 b5
25.Nh2 c4 26.Rf1 f6 27.Ng4 b4 28.e5 c3 29.bxc3

Princeton University, and we wish him wélere).

This column will discuss several common chess
misconceptions and mistakes.  Working with
scholastic players, | have noticed that these
misconceptions are widely held, and these
mistakes are widely made. | would like to use my
last column to hopetfly prevent my readers from

making these mistakes, as they can be quite costly.

Perhaps the most commonly held belief (and the

1 4osKiNabcérateRis fhat atediabis tKedohly factor

in a chess game. If one side is up material, he has
the advantage, no gstons asked. All too often |

have seen a scholastic player watch a chess game,

count the material, and decide who is better off
based solely on the material.

This is blatantly wrong. When you count the
materi al in a game,
the corresponding pieces. But what does the
resulting number mean? Are all collections of
pieces worth 14 points equivalent? For example,
which is better; a Queen and two Knights, or two
Rooks, a Bishop and two Pawns? It depends on
the position. The rsswer to this dilemma is that
the values of pieces that we all grew up on are
merely general guidelines. On average, a Knight
or Bishop is worth three points, and a Rook five,
etc. However, a specific chess position, such as
the one you are currently irs not a generic
position. There are factors that can both raise and
lower the value of pieces. A Rook sitting on Al
with a pawn on A2 is probably not worth as much
as a Rook that is on an open or kagen file. And

yet they are both worth five poinéscording to the
scoring system. Keep in mind during games that
while adding up material is a good guideline, you

you

byd ¢ dil g W Fée&oI i sgd uil h
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must also evaluate the position.
Consider the following game as an example of this.
Game 1

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bc5 4.b4

This is an opening (the Evans Gambit) in which
White sacrifices material to gain development
early.

4...Bxb4 5.c3 Ba5 6.d4 exd4 7.0 dxc3 8.Ba3

E 2Wed AE -
ll;l Add-

L4 4
F 3 /A

i3
£
& 5 &4
X5 W Ed |

a b ¢ d e f g h

Black is now up three pawns. Going on material
alone, the conclusion would be that the game is
basically over. However, White has gotten an
attack on Black's King in exchange for his
material. While it remains to be seen if the attack
will be worth the 3 pawns he has sacrificed, the
game is clearly not over. Black's King looks to be
in trouble, since he camot castle due to f8 being
attacked by White's Bishop, and both Black's
developed pieces are not going to be much help to
Black's King

8...d6

This move blocks the attack on f8, thus enabling
Black to eventually castle. It also allows Black's
c8 Bishopo develop.

9.Qb3

It is important when you have the attack, especially
when you sacrificed to obtain it, that you always
press it. Rather than making a useless move,
White adds an attacker, forcing Black to always be
responding to his threats

9...Nh6

This move develops while defending the threat, but
h6 is not a good square for the Knight. Black
should have played Qf6 instead, as this also
creates the option to castle Queenside if the
Kingside becomes undesirable.

10.Nxc3

|-

This move gains one ohd pawns back, while
bringing a Knight into the attack. If Black takes
the Knight, White's queen will get to shift to
threatening the g7 square for free, and Black,
without his darksquared Bishop, will be weak to
threats therel0...Bxc3 11.Qxc3 10

This move is a mistake. White is set up to attack
g7, so castling into this was not a great idea.
Better would have been 11...Qf6 again.

12.Radl

This move prepares for e5 by pinning Black's
Queen. At this point, Black is still up 2 pawns, but
White stillhas his attack.

12...Ng4

Guarding e5.

13.h3 Nge5 14.Nxe5 Nxe5 15.Be2

Black has managed to trade a pair of pieces, which
is very desirable for him, as he has the material
advantage but not the positional or tactical one, so
he will win in an endgame. Now Black should

focus on finishing his development and
neutralizing Whitks attack.
15...f5

| don't understand this move Black should be
consolidating his position since he is up two
pawns, not opening his King up.

16.f4 Nc6

16...Nf7 would be better, as it would protect the
King.

17.Bc4+

Now watch the next few movestlis game, and
keep in mind that Black is still up two pawns
17...Kh8 18.Bb2

Threatening g7.

18...Qe7 19.Rdel

Threatening a discovery after exf5.

19...Rf6

Perhaps Qf6 would be better, but Black really
doesn't have any good options.

20.exf5 Qf8 21.R8

Because the two Bishops are enough to checkmate
21...0xe8 22.Qxf6 Qe7 23.Qxe7 Nxe7 24.f6

And Black resignedLli 0

The moral of this game is that while White was
down at least two pawns until the very end of the
game, he was not losing. Had Black solidated
correctly, White may very well not have had
anything to show for his material, but Black did
not, and lost because of it. There is more to chess
than just material.



Another common belief is one of the follow two yoursel f. That way, you wo

statements: When you push a pawn forward, it is forever. This
1) Knights are alway better than Bishops. is far more significant than it may sound at first.
2) Bishops are always better than Knights. Pawns are the shell of your position, and they keep

your oppon élmay 6Gnece ydurepavens a
One of these is true, see if you can choose the have advanced, they can no longer protect the two
correct oneét heyor &i 0 di hsguaves thaygused to attack, nor can they occupy
By now you should be able to tell me why these the square they used to occupy. The following
are both false. For the same reasorentioned example will demonstrate why this can be quite
about, the values of three points that are assigned bad, and will hopefully convince you tme aware
to both Knights and Bishops are generic. Knights of the consequences of advancing pawns.
and Bishops are inherently different pieces, with
vastly different strengths and weaknesses as a Game 2
result of their different move patterns. | niened
Knights and Bishops in more detail in my last 1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6é 600Be7
col umn, so I wonot r e WiRelibs 7.Bbi3 6eBc3 her e, but
remember that Knights are better in closed Thisis a standard Ruy Lopez opening.
positions, when they can maneuver around when 8...Na5 9.Bc2
Bishops are unable to, and Bishops are better in White doesn't mind the Bishop going to c2 because
open positions becausigey can cross the board in it will bust out later with d4 and then e5.
a single move and can control 75% more squares 9...c5

than Knights. ¢ £ i o E

Another common misconception is that it is 2444
necessary to castle Kingside within the first 10 F 3 F 3 A
moves of the game. While castling is nearly A i
always a good idea, such ahges are a bad idea
in chess. Why do we castle? To get the King out
of the center and to safety, right? So if the King is
in no danger, and there are more important things A A
going on, it is acceptable to postpone castling =04
a b

B

N oWw e O - W

N
A A A
& 1

h

temporarily. However, always bextra careful
while your King is in the center, as it is very easy
to open up a seemingly closed center, and if your
King is still there, the results can be quite bad. This move adds another defender to thesgdare,
Additionally, if the Kingside is under attack, = opposing White's goal of d4 and then e5.
remember that you can castle Queensidtead. However, this move also moves the ¢7 pawn up to
¢5, which means it can no longer protect d5, and
There are many other misconceptions, but | do not can no longer occupy c6. This combination of
have the space to cover all of them. Instead, think Pawns on c5,d6,e5 means that the White squares
about your beliefs in chess, and try to justify them behind them are all wealespecially c6 because

o li-bo-Co o

&
w

o (D€

f

to yourself. | f you c athesbpawrchamagvianges g@ast p7i and dbebecpuset h a t
something is true, or if there are ahgeb in your if a piece is placed there, no pawn can attack it.

beliefs, you may want to be cautious before acting S0 While stopping d4 is a good goal, Black must be

blindly on these beliefs. wary of the weaknesses he is creating.

10.d4 Qc7 11.h3
Now | want to turn my attention to what, in my  Stopping the Bg4 pin wéh can be very annoying
opinion, is the most commonly made mistake in 1N this opening.

chess, barring blunders and other calculation 11...Nc6 12.Be3
errors: Why doesn't White play d5? because d5 is a great

home for a Knight of Whites, and playing d5 will
Pawns cannot movdackwards. Repeat it to close Black's weakness for him. Instead White adds
an attacker to c5, trying to force the centgreq,
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as this benefits White.

12...0 0 13.Nbd2

No rush. White develops a piece that wasn't being
useful before

13...Bd7 14.Rcl

The Rook is positioned so that if théle opens, it
will be quite good.

14...Ne8 15.Nf1 g6

Black wants a place for hie7-Bishop, since it is
not doing much right now except guarding cb.
However this move also creates weaknesses,
particularly h6,f6,97, as they are the squares the
g6-pawn used to occupy or protect. Since these
squares are near Black's King, it is espdyia
important that Black defend them, ideally with his
Bishop on g7. Should he ever trade his Bishop, he
will have a hard time defending them.

16.Bh6

Exploiting the newly created weakness to force
Black to place a Knight at g7 instead of a Bishop.
16..Ng7 17.Ne3

The Knight at b1 continues its roundabout tour of
the board to reach a good square. The position is
closed, so this is acceptable, and the Knight on d5
will be quite strong.

17...Rae8 18.Nd5 Qb7 19.Nxe7+ Rxe7

White trades his strong Knighfor Black's bad
Bishop. Why would he do that? The answer is
because it was Black's daskuared Bishop. Now
since Black has played g7 and traded his Bishop,
he will be very weak on f6/g7/h6, and White will
capitalize.

20.dxc5 dxc5

White opens the pdgin, preparing for his attack

on Black's King.

21.Qd6
Ed |
W £ELAAL
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This weakness is exploited again as a good square
for White's Queen. It threatens c¢5, as well as
allowing the Queen access to f6. Black cannot stop
both, so he must choose.

21...c4

Stops the threats on the pawn at ¢5, but now
Black's dark squares are weak on the-f&3
diagonal and the ag1 diagonal.

22.Qf6

Now Black is in trouble.

22...Nh5

This Knight is the only piece protecting Black's
King from White's Bishop and Knight...am¢hat
happens once White plays g47?

23.Qh4 Ng7 24.Be3

White does not play g4 and then Qf6 because
Black will counter g4 with 6, taking the square
from White. Therefore White temporarily retreats,
but his Bishop is now headed for c5, the newly
created wakness caused by Black's c4.

24...Neb6

Stopping Bch. Again, this Knight seems to be the
only useful Black piece

25.Qf6

But can it do everything? Now that the Knight is on
€6, it isn't available to chase White's Queen from
6. 25...Qc7 26.Bh6 Rc8 27.Rcdl

Again, there is no need to rush. White brings all of
his pieces into position.

27...Ree8 28.Nh2

The Knight is headed for 6 or h6.

28...Qd8 29.Ng4

Black cannot take, because Nxf6+ will be a fork
29...Qe7 30.Qxe7

And Whites winning material1i O

In summary, remember that:

1) Material is not everything, the position is
also very important.

2) Knight and Bishop (and in fact every
piece) value depends on the position.

3) Castle to protect the King, but at the right
time.

4) Pawns cannot  move backwards.
Advancing a pawn creates weaknesses in
your position- be prepared to defend them.
Having a pawn structure that looks like
Swiss cheese can be quite deadly.

Every chess player starts with basic mistakes, and
graduates to mre advanced mistakes. A good way
to learn from mistakes is to keep notation and
analyze your games to see why you lost/where you
went wrong/what you could have done better. This
is the best way to improve. Rather than learning
about common mistakes, yaouill learn aboutyour
mistakes, and will fix the problem areas of your
game.
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Western New York Chess News

Courtesy Buffalo Niagara Chess Cornend RCC

IM Kenneth W. Regan wins the 2010 Mayor's Cup
Masters Championships held on Junes Gt
Buffalo State College. The Buffaldhampionships
are in their fourth year and attracted 39 players,
with 91 games played over the two days held at
Buffalo State College Campbell Student Union. IM
Ken Regan was unable to defend his 2008
Championship title in 2009 has come back from
Montreal,Quebec to take back the Buffalo title and
become the first person to win it twice. 2009
Mayor's Cup Masters Champion Vance Williams
was unable to defend his title this year. Regan
won four games and drew Expert Barry Davis in
the third round to win théournament by half a
point.

Tuskegee Airmen Results

A total of 25 players came out on Father's Day eve
on June 19, so wevant to wish all our fathers,
uncles, chess dads, granddads and father figures of
the chess community a very happy Father's DAY!

The top five winners of the Buffalo Fire
Commissioners, Garnell W. Whitfield, Jr. Star
Scholastic Section in order of finiskere winner
Christian F.E. Collier, senior at East High School,
followed by Raemell C. Johnson, City Honors,
James W. Hampton, Joshua A. Hampton, and
Jonathan J. Boone, all of East High. All are
members of the Urban Knights Chess Club.

The second place winner was NM Lionel Davis
with a 41 score. Barry Davis and Ryan Madden
tied for third with 3 %% points.

There was a threway tie in the Red Tail #332
Fighter Group Under 1500 Section, Co Champions
were Mike Jocko, James P. Davis and newcomer
from chess.com was Demetrios Pyros.

Making a comeback off his second place finish at
the 2010 Mayor's Cup Masters Championships was
NM Lionel L. Davis, and the Tuskegee Airmen
Memorial Red Tail #99 Fighter Group Champion.
Erik W. Lubas and Barry Dauvis tied for second.

Submitted by Mc Duffie, Chess Ambassador
Kenneth W. Regan, International Master is
2010 Mayor's Cup Masters Champion

Ryan Madden also won the Top Scholastic Master
trophy which is awarded to the best scholastic
player annually by Fran and Horace Mc Duffie,
parents of Cheryl T. Mc Duffie, Pawn Master
David W. Mc Duffie and Michael A. Mc Duffie,
Chess Ambassiar.

In the Senator Antoine Thompson Under 1500

Section, James J. Paul is the 2010 Mayor's Cup
Champion, winning the section by a full point.

Francis Grabowski, Ryan Palmisano, and Mike

Jocko tied for second with 3 %2 points in the 12

player section. Allplace winners were invited to

Mayor Byron W. Browds of fi
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recognition and photographs. Special thanks to
Chess MOMs Cathy Cummings, Lucy Pencille and
Jennifer Santora for volunteering.

Pioneer chess club scholastic member, Ryan
Palmisano captured this year's Jeff White
Memorial Trophy. This is the second year that the
award went to the top Under 1200 player
competing in the Mayor's Cup and Class
Championship. In prior years, it was awarded as
the top award in the Open sectionao§tand alone
tournament. As such, Ryan's name joins that of last
year's Class E Champigdiacob Meloon. Both
these junior scholastic player's names now are
inscribed just below IM Dr. Ken Regan and Brian
Hartman and GM Jaan Ehlvest as event
champions. Pret cool for the kids, and the trophy
will be a lasting legacy of their chess career.

Ryan Palmisanb flankd by Buffalo organizers
Michael Mc Duffie (left) and Dr. Mark Mieth
(right).

Jeff White was the former president of the Niagara
Falls Chess Club tihhe passed away from cancer
at a young age.

Another 40player turnout at the Main Place Mall
for the Third Annual MCJ Grand Prix, held on
May 15. The surge in popularity of chess
tournaments in Buffalo continues.

Expert Eric Grabowski won the Zflayer Open
section with a perfect-@ score, sweeping the field
by a full point. There was a fiwway tie for
second among Jamestown Expert Mark Clark,
Marijan Procyk, Harish Srinivasan, Alanna Katz,
and newcomer Richard Brent, who scored three
points in highird tournament.

David Gluchowski and Khadir Muhammad tied for
first in the David Evans, Jr,. Purple Heart Under
1500 section with 3 % points. The two
prizewinners drew in the first round and then swept
the rest of the field, a very unusual occurreinca
SwissSystem tournament. Eric Muhammad was
clear third with a 3L score.

The winner of the Buffalo Fire Commissioner
Garnell W. Whitfield Jr. Star Scholastic-K
Section was Raemell Johnson, 6th grader, City
Honors & Urban Knights Chess Club member
who scored a perfect® Miles James, 3rd grader,
Olmstead #64 and Urban Knights Chess Club
member, was clear second with d 4core, only
losing to the champion in round three. James
Hamton and Lorena James tied for third with three
points. The tourament was organized by the
Archangel 8 Chess Academy and directed by
Michael McDuffie.

The highly successful Upstate New York
Interscholastic Chess League reached a thrilling
conclusion with playoffs for the Rochester and
Buffalo divisions in the springfter a seasolong
competition.

In Rochester, Rushhenr i et t a i AO
championship with five points, besting Rush

WO I

Henrietta ABO by a point a
2009 champion Fairport, Keshequa and Albion
Mi ddl e AAO by 1 | points in

tournament held at Victor High School. Rush
Henrietta set the tone early by besting Fairport 25
¥ 14 % in Round One of the playoffs, and they

werenot seriously <challenge
and Albion Middle drew in the last round, while

Webster andKeshequa drew in round three.

I n the | ast r o uOn dEspecidlph 6 beat
given that the ABO team pl

everybody else, it appears that Ritfgmrietta
knew who to put on what team!

Top individual scorers were SUNY Buffalo bound
Stephen Dygert of Fairport, former New York
State Scholastic Champion James Hiltunen of
Brighton, who heads to SUNY Geneseo in the fall,
and Richard Shu of Pittsford Sutherland, all with
five points.

Individual league winners in Rochester for 2009
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2010 werel0-0 Southeast Christian Academy in
League One, 1P Rush Henrietta in League Two,
10-1 Albion Middle and Albion High in League
Three, 20 Twelve Corners Middle School in
League Four, 4 RushHenrietta Roth in League
Five, 162 North RoséNolcott and Maion in
League Seven, 1Q Brighton in League Eight, 11
0 Pittsford Sutherland in League Nine, and010
Keshequa in League Ten.

Despite the slack economy and budget cuts for a
wide variety of extracurricular activities, 41
schools participated in the Bloester League this
season, an outstanding participation number.

Seventeen schools participated in the three

Support Chess from
Montauk to Niagara!

Join NYSCA!

$20 per year with four
printed issues.

Buffalooar ea | eagues, and Bisho $12W|thtwo

iAO squad was t he pl ayof f

second straight year in an event held on May 17 at

the Ol msted School Bi shop www.nysca.net24/7.

had 3 % points, but it was enough to be the clear

winner by half a point over Pioneer Middle School

iAo, Nichols school Ao, s See pagdour for the
Starpoint.

Canisius AAO0 finished with address ed
the champions for a draw in round three. The

champions defeated Pioneer fAAO0 in the final round
championship match 31 Y8 Y for a decisive Doug Spencer and Michael Howell. The

triumph.

Buffalo league winners were Pioneer Middle with
a perfect 120 in League One, 1Q Bishop Timon
in League Tw, and 111 Canisius in League
Three.

Ron Lohrman and the Rochester Chess Center
were the organizers and driving force behind the
58-team effort in two leagues.

While the third Saturday of the month is the Grand
Prix event in Buffalo, the second Saturdayrime
time in Rochester, with the Jenifer Woods Grand
Prix being the monthly event in the Flower City.

The June 12 event drew 19 players and was won
by FM Igor Nikolayev with 3 ¥ points. Nikolayev
and secongblace finished FM Isay Golyak took
third-round halfp o i nt byes, but i
from going to the top. Golyak was nicked for a
lastround drav by Derek Linton, who tied for
third with 2 %2 points along with Ken Chamberlain,

tournament was organized by the Rochester Chess
Center and directed by Ron Lohrman.

The May 8 Grand Prix was a prequel to June in
many ways, as Nikolayev and Golyak took the
same route to the-4 spots in the 2player
tournament és open section.
Cunningham nicked Golyak for the Ilasund
draw, and Doug Spencer tied @ak for second
with three points.

Edwin Rosenberg won the Youth section with four
points in the Mike Lionti run tournament.

The June 19 regular weekly Saturday tournament
was won by Nikloyav as well, with a perfectO3
score. Isay Golyak was secondhw?2 % points,
taking a lastround bye this time around. Sherman
Cumndingthamdwas clearotipird tvith eafi2 score.
Edwin Rosenberg won the Youth section with four
points in the Mike Lionti directed event at the
Rochester Chess Center.
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Third New York Internabnal

Kicks Off Marshall Summer
by Karl Heck

A total of 75 players, including 47 who are over
2200 FIDErated, contested the Third Annual
Marshall Chess Club New York International at
the Marshall Chess Club from June-28 It was
the strongest anddeepest tournament ever
contested at Americabs
the nineround tournament offered the opportunity
for international

I MO s , and pl ayers
federatios. The presence of so many imational
players allowed a rare opportunity for players up
and down the board to earn IM and FM norms, as
at least four foreign players have to be played to
earn a norm.

I n the end, t wo
with 7-2 scores: GM Pentala Harikhina of India
and GM Jann Ehl vest of
drew in round seven,
round win over Georgian GM Mikheil Kekelizde
won enough to pull him up to a tie with Ehlvest
after the Indian began the tournament with a-first
round drav. The top two boards drew in the final
round. Each player won $3,750 for the fjpace
tie.

Four players tied for third with 6 % points: GM
Chanda Sandipan of India, GM Nick DeFirimian
(who won his first four, and sandwiched three
draws with the tophree players and two habint
byes the rest of the way), GM Kekelidze and
Connecticut IM Robert Hungaski, who smartly
worked his way to the top after a firgtund loss to
46"-ranked expert Andrew Wang.

Indian GM Surya Ganguly led a group of six
players with 63 scores. Newkerowned GM
Robert Hess of New York City was in the group,
along with GM Sundajara Kidambi of India, IM
Dmitry Schnieder of New York, German IM
Tobias Hirneise and Canadian National Master
Rejean Trembley, who flew a bit underethadar
and was the only top finisher not to play one of the
top nine. He did gain 77 USCF rating points in the
ef fort (incidentally,
2197. The tournament was a major success for
him).

nor ms.
fro mMarsﬁh ﬁl (hess?:lu

Tr

F M6 s Il ye Figler, a
caumnist, and Farai Mandizha, along with untitled
Evan Rosenberg, achieved IM norms. An
impressive accomplishment for all three. Figler
and Rosenberg scored 5 % points, with Figler
going undefeated (+25) the rest of the way after
a secondound loss tosecure the norm, while
Rosenberg was +2=3. Mandizha, an FM from
Zimbawbe, made the trip to New York pay with a

GMas, 14
N&0;s™ win

j(II'IS

1.d4 Nf6 2. ¢4 ¢5 3. d5 g6 4. Nc3 d6 5. g3 Bg7 6.
Bg2 O-O 7. Nf3 a6 8. a4 €6 9. @ exd5 10. cxd5
Nbd7 11. Nd2 Rb8 12. Nc4 Nb6 13. Nxd6 Ng4
14. Nde4 Nc4 15. Bg5 Qb6 16. Be7 Bd4 17. a5

undel eaHl oaAE 55 nich koo bs. db Rt 24 NGk ° " ©

NQJ qP- NBJ\White wins} 10y, ¢

GM©6 s

nK%kelic'i_'zea Fetlurlr(werd Ithse t?a\r}o{?l % Sthe ﬁn!al grotbr'%dh

against former US Champion Alexander Shabalov
to get back into the second group of winners:

1. d4 f5 2. g3 Nf6 3. c4 e6 4. Bg2 c6 5cRd5 6.
Nh3 Bd6 7. OO O-O 8. Rd1 Kh8 9. Bf4 a5 10.
Bxd6 Qxd6 11. b3 b6 12. Nc3 Ba6 13. Na4 Nbd7
14. Nxb6 Nxb6 15. c5 Qb8 16. cxb6 Qxb6 17.
Racl Rac8 18. Ng5 ¢5 19. dxc5 Qc6 20. Nf3 Ned
21. Nd4 Qe8 22. c6 e5 23. Nxf5 Rxf5 24. Rxd5
Rxf2 25. Qxed4 Rxe2 26. {3 Qg8 27. Rxe5 Rf8
28. Qxf8 Qxf8 29. Rxe2 Bxe2 30. c7 Bg4 31. Bb7
Bc8 32. Bxc8 Qxc8 33. a3 Kg8 34. b4 axb4 35.
axb4 Kf7 36. Rc2 Ke7 37. h4 Kd6 38. Kh2 h6 39.
h5 {White wins} 1-0

The Marshall Chess Club staff deserves
tremendous acclaim for conducting bua strong
event. Super TD Steve Immitt directed the event
with assistance from Marcus Fenner, and club
president Dr. Frank Brady was instrumental in
arranging the sponsorship and organization for this
incredible event.

WwWw.nysca.net
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Aaron and Chi Face All Comers
By Bill Townsend and Zachary Calderon

Currently this area is blessed with two scholastic Rxb2 38.Rg6 d5 39.hHd Black's two connected
champions: Deepak Aaron, the current state passed pawns are going to be much harder to stop
scholastic champion, and Patrick Chi, who won the than White's fpawn.

El ementary section a$. this yearo6s State Schol asti
Deepak also collected a major Grandmaster scalp 34-Re6 Kf7, Draw.

at the Philadelphia Open which ended on April 4.

There he finished with a modest4but in the first The highest rated player to face Deepak was

round defeated GM Nick DeFirmian, a formeru.S. Kingstonds Jonathan Richma

Champion. recorded the game in hopes of getting something
interesting, but it turned out to be a blowout.

Both of these young stars participatedai unique Aaron-Richman: 1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.exd5 cxd5

eventi a tandem simu# held at Proctors Theater ~ 4.C4 Nf6 5.Nc3 Nc6 6.BgS Be6 7.Be2 g67?!

on Friday, April 30. Before the simul, the two This a standard move in this variation, but Deepak
players warmed up with a three game blitz match finds the flaw in it. Better is the main line move
which Deepak won, B. Most of the first game 7...Qabd.

was recorded by myself and Phil Ferguson, and is 8:Bf3! Ne4? o

feaured below. The second game was a Slav This loses a piece, but the alternative is meekly

Defense, something both players had studied with 9iVing up a pawn with 8..Na5 9.Bxf6 exf6

had little to look forward to in any case.

In the simul, Deepak faced 20 opponents and 13.Qa4+ 10.

Patrick played ten. The score w0 for Deepak o _
and 9% for Patrick. Patrick played eight The exhibition wasorganized by Ashok Aaron,

scholastic opponents and two adults, while Deepak Wi t h hel p from Proctords Th

beat 10 growsups and 10 kids. Phil Ferguson and Brother John McManus. This
event was also the subject of an article in US Chess
The only draw of the event was Chachary Online.

Calderon, a close call for Patrick, which went: _ _

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 c5 3.d55 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxabé g6 Deepak Aaron (2214 Patrick Chi (1987)
6.Nc3 Bxa6 7.e4 Bxfl 8.Kxf1 d6 9.g3 Bg7 10.Nf3 ~ Giuoco Piano [C54]

Nbd7 11.Kg2 G0 12.Rel Qb6 13.Nd2 Rfb8 Pr o cstBitz ndatch, game 1

14.Nc4 Qb7 15.a4 Nb6 16.Nxb6 Qxb6 17.Rb1 Schenectady, NY, April 30, 2010

17.Nb5! and it doesn't look likely that Black will

get his pawn back. 1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4

17...Ne8 18.Nb5 Nc7 19.Nxc7 Qxc7 20.Qc2 Qa5 Deepak tends to prefer classic openings like this,
21.Bg5 f6 22.Bd2 Qxa4 23.Qxa4 Rxa4 as does his grandfather IM Manuel Aaron.

Black has his pawn back and the game is roughly 3...Bc5 4.c3 Nf6 5.d3 d6 6.Nbd2 a6 7.Bb3 Ba7
even. 8.0-0 0-0 9.h3 Ne7 10.Nh4!?

24.Bc3 Rb3 25.Ral Rxal 26.Rxal 5! 27.Bxg7?! Better forWhite seems to be the main line, which
Things are starting to fall apart for White. Better ~ continues 10.Rel Ng6 11.Nf1.

is 27.exf5 Bxc3 28.bxd3xc3 29.16. 10...c6 11.Ndf3 Ng6 12.Nxg6 hxg6 13.Bg5 Re8
27..Kxg7 28.Rel Kf6 29.exf5 gxf5 30.Re2 Rb4  14.Rel Be6 _
31.f4 Rd4 32.Re6+ Kf7 33.Rh6 Kg7 Unlike more modern counterattacking defenses,

Here the players repeated moves with a draw, here Black is fighting for equality, and here he's
however it seems that Black has a win: 33...Rxd5 trying to do that by trading off Wte's active

34.Rxh7+ Ke6 35.Rh6+ Kd7 36.h4 Rd2+ 37.Kf3 pieces.
15.d4 Qc7 16.Bxf6
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After this White's advantage starts slipping away,
but the same also seems to be true after 16.Bxe6
Rxe6 17.Qd3.

16...gxf6 17.Qd2 Kg7 18.Radl Rad8 19.Nh2 d5
After this | would say that Black has equalized, or
may e&en be a bit better, seeing as the game is
opening up and he has the Bishop pair.

20.exd5 cxd5 21.dxe5 fxe5 22.Nf3 e4 23.Nd4
Bb8! 24.937?!

White doesn't have to give up a pawn here, but
after 24.Nxe6+ fxe6 25.Qd4+ Kh7 26.93 Rf8 Black
definitely has the adwntage.

24...Bxh3 25.Ne2 Be6 26.Nf4 Qe5 27.Qe3 Rd67?!
Planning to double rooks on the-fitle with
27...Rh8! looks like a stronger plan.

28.f3 g5 29.Ne2?! Bc8 30.f4 gxf4 31.Nxf4 Beb6
32.Rd2 Bc7

This was the whole idea behind 27...RdBlack
plans to grab he a#gl diagonal. White is in
trouble

33.Kg2 Bb6 34.Qe2 e3 35.Rd3 Qe4+7?!

A very tempting move to make, but Black is
winning after 35...Bf5! 36.Rdd1 Qxf4!! 37.gxf4
Rg6+ and White will have to give his Queen back
or be mated, but it's probably unrealistio expect
Black to see a Queen sacrifice in a blitz game with
time running out.

36.Qf3 Qxf3+ 37.Kxf3 Bf5 38.Rxd5 Rxd5??
38...Be4+! 39.Ke2 Bxd5 40.Bxd5 Rh8 and Black is
the exchange up with every chance of winning.
39.Bxd5

Both players were now down to less than a minute,
and were playing too fast for us to record the
moves. Black's advantage is gone, and white
actually is slightly better here. White eventually
outplayed Black, who had a lost position when his
time ran out1-0

The two significant games for the champions, the
draw with Chi and the last man sting with
Aaron, are shown on the next column.

New York State Scholastic Champion Deepak
Aaron plays a simultaneous exhibition at
Proctoros

CM Deepak Aaron (2214) Matthew
Clough(1382)

1.e4 g6 2.d4 d6 3. Nc3 Bg7 4. Be3 Nf6 5. 80
6. Qd2 Re8 7. bc4 c6 8. Bb3 b5 9. a3 Na6 10.
Nge2 Nc7 11. @ be6 12. Bxe6 Nxe6 13. h3 a5
14. b4 Nd715. f4 Nb6 16. f5 Nf8 17. fxg6 hxg6
18. Bh6 e5 9. Bxg7 Kxg7 20. d5 Nc4 21. Qd3
Qg5 22. Qf3 Ka7 23. Qf2 Qe3 24. dxc6 gxf2+25.
Kxf2 axb426. axb4 Rc7 27. Kgl Ne6 28. Nxb5
Rxc6 29. Ra7 Nd8

30. Rc7 Nd2 31. Rfxf7+ Nxf7 32. Rxe6 Nxe4
33. Nec3 Kh6 34. Nxe4-0

Chi (shown above playing on the right) finished his
games relatively quickly. They were done in
roughly an hour . Deepakds
three hours. Even with Ronen gone, chess in
downtown Schenectady lives on!
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Capital Region
NeWS by Bill Townsend

I n spring i n New
primary chess focus is on the clubs: the
championships of the local clubs conclude, and
they also battle among each other in the Capital
District Chess League.

The Capital District chess community bidf@nd
farewell to GM Ronen HaZvi at a party held at
Proctors Theater on the evening of March 19. GM
Har-Zvi is leaving the area to take a position
teaching chess in the Brownsville, Texas area .GM
Har-Zvi gave a talk about chess in the area, and
about cless in Brownsville, and the college there.
Local players and organizers gave testimonials,
talking about how Ronen has helped chess in the
area, then everyone broke for a buffet dinner as
well as cookies and cake.

The evening finished with a fiveund blitz
tournament that 24 players participated in. The
Salute to Ronen Blitz Tournament was won by
Deepak Aaron, one of
finished with a perfect-® score. Second through
fourth with 41 were: Gordon Magat, Cory
Northrup and Patrick i&. In a curious turn of
events, prizes (tickets to shows and movies at
Proctoré6s) were handed
how people did in the tournament. Winners were:
Patrick Chi, Tim Wright, Russell Lane, Matthew
Clough, Jerry Qu, Paul Wilson, ZubMukerjee,
Dilip Aaron and Jeffrey Qu.

Ashok Aaron and Phil Ferguson organized the
party, with help from Norma Shelley while Brother
John McManus directed the tournament.

The Capital District usually has three large chess
clubs and several smaller oneshe big three are
the Schenectady Chess Club, the Saratoga
Staunton Chess Club and the Albany Area Chess
Club. Two years ago the Albany club lost its site,
and it seemed like that was it for the leng
established club. However this hiatus came to an
endon April 28 when the resurrected Albany Area
Chess Club had its first organizational meeting at

Yor kos

o in the Saratpgd ehampignshipn o t

the Hamilton Union Presbyterian Church on
Western Avenue in Guilderland. A little more than
a dozen players were in attendance. A new slate of
officers was kected, however half of the positions
were filled by the same people who held the
offices when the club lost its site.

Capital District, t he
Returning as President was Tim Wright, with
Arthur Alowitz continuing as Secretary. Jon
Leisner was elected Treasurer and CharlesnEso
was elected Vic€resident.

It was decided that club membership would be free
unt il the clubds annual
and then the club championship would be
organized. The club meets weekly at the church, 7
p.m. on Wednesday nights. Thelzllso voted an
honorary membership to Wayne Goodnow, the
property manager of the church, for his help in
setting up the site. The Albany Area Chess Club
was founded in 1977 by Arthur Fox, Tom Leonard
and Emile Skraly. Originally the club met in the
Captal District Psychiatric Center (1971998),
then Albany High School (2062001), and then
the Friends Meeting House on Madison Avenue
(20042008).

The Al bany club wonot
and tle Saratoga Staunton Clubs, concluded their
championships in the spring, and for the first time
ever the same person, Philip Sells, was champion
of both clubs. Last

based

The Schenectady Chess Clefiiampionship started
the previous October as the club was divided into
two sections of roughly equal playing strength,
with the top three scorers from each section
graduating to a siplayer final section. Sells won
this with a 41 score. Tied for secondith 3-2
were Michael Mockler and Patrick Chi. The
remaining players: Dean Howard 2%, John
Phillips 1¥23Y%, and Bobby Rotter-4. The last
two unplayed games (CGRotter and SellRotter)
were declared forfeits when Bobby had to
withdraw due to work@mmitments.

With this victory Sells joins an elite club, only Lee

Battes and Matt Katrein have been champion of
both the Schenectady and Saratoga clubs, and
nobody before has been champion of both clubs at
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the same time.T hi s i s Sel | 6] t

having won it previously in 2005 and 20089.

S

Here is a tough win from Sells against one of his
strongest competitors, Mike Mockler. This game
was full of drama and was decided with both
players having just seconds left on their clocks.

Michael Mockler (1917) i Philip Sells (1997)
Birdoéos Opening (by trans
Schenectady CC Championship final

Niskayuna ,NY , March 18, 2010

1.b3

When he was one of the best in the world in the
1960s and 1970s, Danish GM Bent Larsen
championed a number of offbegienings, and one
of them was 1.b3, which now bears his name.
1...e6 2.Bb2 Nf6 3.e3 c5 4.f4

With this the game has transposed into a Bird's
Opening, a favorite of Mockler's, and, incidentally,
another one of GM Larsen's most walown pet
openings.

4...Nc6 5.Nf3 Be7

For some reason black is delaying playing the
natural 5...d5 here, perhaps to avoid playing into
white's expectations.

6.Bd3!?

6.Bb5 is most common here, but | think both
pl ayers are trying to
moves6...Nb4 7.00

White allows Black to trade Knight for Bishop, and
that makes the game unique.

7...Nxd3 8.cxd3 b6 9.Nc3 Ba6 10.Qc2

White not retreating his Bishop on move seemed to
be a matter of principle why put it there only to
retreat? However, the doubled pawn d3 is an
annoying weakness, so Black is a little better here.
10...60 11.Ne5 Rc8 12.e4 d6 13.Nf3 Nd7
14.Rael b5 15.Kh1?

When shown this game, GM Ronen Har didn't
like White's game, and he didn't like this move.
Perhaps better is 15.a4 but aftéb...b4 16.Nd1 5
White's center seems to be melting.

15...Nb8?!

More direct ways to step up the pressure are
15...Qa5 and 15...b4.

16.Nd1 Nc6 17.Qb1 Qb6

Strong is 17...d5! threatening to permanently
hamstring White with ...d84.

18.Qal f6 19.d4 Nb4 2@bl c4 21.Nf2 cxb3
22.axb3 Rc7 23.Re3 Rfc8 24.Rc3 d5 25.e5 Nc6

26iRficl® cl ub titl e,

After 26.exf6 Bxf6 27.Rel White can play against
Black's backward-@awn, evening up the position.
26...b4! 27.Rc5?

In Mockler's opinion, this is the losing move.
From Bill Littles notes on t he
Re3, and Black has an edge, but White can hold on
perhaps. Throwing in the Exchange makes a
material imbalance for no good end. Lesson from
BN Har2vi; otre) begt Aldyers only give up
material if doing so activates your forcgwevents
some greater loss (mate, etc.), or is part of a
forcing sequence leading to an advantage. Here
none of the criteria apply."

27...fxe5

While Black is clearly better, somewhat clouding
the issue is the clock situation. Here Mockler has
20 minutes left, Sells only seven.
28.Nxe5 Bxc5 29.dxc5 Qb5 30.Nf3 Qe2 31.Ng4?!
31.Kgl would prevent Black's next move. The
time is now Mockler 10 minutes, Sells two.
31...Bd3 32.Qal Bf5 33.Ne3 Be4 34.Rel Qd3
35.Ng5 Qxd2 36.Nxe4 dxe4 37.Nc4 Qd7?

A nervousretreat, but Sells was down to only
about half a minute. Mockler was eating up
thinking time as well, with only about 5 minutes
left. There's no reason why Black can't pick up a
free pawn with 37...Qxf4.

38.Nd6 Rf8 39.Rxe4 Nd8 40.Rc4 Nf7 41.Beb

aNxab 4 2Qe5iRdskB.Qed Rf8iPor di nar y "

Black can take the-pawn but it costs him the
exchange: 43..Rfxc5 44.Rxc5 Qxd6 44...Rxcb5?
45.Qa8+ and White wins.

45.Qa8+ Kf7 46.Rxc7+ Qxc7 and this, oddly
enough is better than the game, however | don't
blame Sells for not wantingp go into a queen
ending with only 19 seconds left on his clock

44.h3 g67?

Sells is down to 14 seconds, Mockler a minute and
a half.

45.Rc1?!

Here White has the subtle improvement 45.Qe5!
and after 45...a5 46.c6 Qe7 47.Nb5 Rcc8 48.c7
White is actually alittle better. Of course the
position is full of dangers for both sides. For
example after the natural 48...Rf5? White has
49.Nd6! Rxe5 50.Nxc8 Rel+ 51.Kh2 Qf8 52.Ne7+
(52.Nb67? Rc1! 53.c8Q Qxc8 54.Nxc8 Rxc4 55.bxc4
and black wins) 52...Qxe7 53.c8Q+ QB3.Qab
and White is on top. However, the time situation
makes a lot of this analysis irrelevant.)

45...a5 46.Qe5 Rc6 47.Ned Qg7
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Mockler is now down to less than a minute, but
Sells only has six seconds left.

48.Qg5 Rc7 49.c6 Qe7?!

Both players aranoving on instinct now. Black is
clearly winning after 49...Qb2 50.Rg1l Rxc6.
50.Qxe7 Rxe7 51.Nd6 Rc7

Here White finally lost on time. He is worse, but
by no means lost on the board. The game might
have continued: 51...Rc7 52.Nb5 Rcc8 53.g3 Rfd8
54.Na7 Rc7 55.Nb5 Rf7 56.Kg2 and White has
Black pretty well tied up and the game is close to
even.

0-1

While the six players in the Schenectady
championship finals butt heads, the rest of the club
competes in the Consolation Swiss, a digand
Swiss System wbh had twelve players in it.
Former champion Bill Little was first here with a
4%2% score. His sole draw was to John Barnes.
Lee Battes was clear second, a full point behind
with 3¥21%. Tied for third with 2 were: Alan
LeCours, John Barnes, Ray Alguiemd Richard
Chu. Club president Chu won the prize for best
score under 1600.

The backbone of scholastic chess in the Capital
District is the Make the Right Move free scholastic
tournaments, organized and directed by Brother
John McManus. This sprindnére were three of
them, ending the 2088010 school year.

Martin Luther King Magnet School in Schenectady
was again the venue for the 43rd Make the Right
Move Tournament which was held on April 17.
Usually these events are held on the first Saturday
of the month, but this tournament had to be moved
because of Easter week. Overall, 92 players
competed in the six sections.

For some time tournament organizer Brother John
McManus has been trying to make his top section a
little more challenging by invitingdults to play,
and in this event a number of them took him up on
his offer. In fact, the adult players just about
crowded the scholastic players out of the top spots.

Clear first with 40 was Gordon Magat, the top
rated player. His victory was not aasy one, as
can be seen by the game below. Second through
seventh with 3l were: Richard Black, Paul
Wilson, Jr., Millard Roscoe, Maurice Roscoe,

Keith James and Bill Munroe. Top scholastic
player was Mahindra Singh with-3, and Koushik
Pernati was send, also with 13.

Here is another game from this section, Black
(1692)Matters (1536), from the final round.
Richard Black is a parent from the Syracuse area.
1.e4 c5 2.f4 Nc6 3.Nf3 e6 4.b3 Nf6 5.Nc3 d5 6.e5
Nd7 7.Be2 f6 8.Bb2 fxe5 9.fxe5 Ndxe5?!

Black's development is a little too backward to get
away with grabbing this pawn.

10.Nxe5 Nxe5 110 Be7?
An instructive mistake.
with 11...a6.

12.Bb5+ Bd7?

Now Black loses a piece. He had to play 12...Nc6.
13.Qh5+ Ng6 14.Bd3! B

Black's king is in such a tight spot he can't save the
Knight. The rest of the gamet5.Bxg6+ Ke7
16.Bd3 Be8 17.Qe2 a6 18.Rael Qd6 19.Nxd5+
Qxd5 20.Bc4 Qc6 21.Bxe6 Kd8 22.Bxf6+ gxf6
23.Rxf6 Bd7 24.Qe5 Re8 25.Qg5 Kc7 26.Qf4+
Kd8 27.Qh4 Kc7 28.Qxh7 Rad829.Re3 Kb8
30.Bxd7 Qxd7 31.Qxd7, and Black resigned.

Black had to defend b5

George Ledouceur was the sole winner of the
Under800 section with a perfect -@ score.
Second through sixth with-B were: Sumanth
Gajjala, Theresa Starnes, Fletch Stearns, Danny
Diaz and Miles Deméino.

Another perfect score was atop the UnrBe®
section as Valentine Stearns score@. 4 Second
through fourth with 3L  wer e: Joseph
Adish Sundar and Deepti Aaron. Roland
Lipscomb was clear fifth with 244Y5.

The unrated section for playgein grades six and
above was won by Arran Sayed with a-3%/score.
Kevin Gemmill and Adil Sayed were second and
third with 3-1.

The unrated section for players in grades three to
five was the largest and it finished with two perfect
4-0 scores. Wilam Smith edged out Nasir
Mayfield on tiebreaks. Third through sixth with 3

1 were: Shamaree Zane, Curtis Farmer, Keshwan
Persaud and Nasiah Trantham.

Eitan Neustadt won the unrated section for players
in grades two and below, also with #® 4core.
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Top team overall with the host school, Martin
Lut her King, with 14
Street School was second with 13, while Morton
Memorial was third with 11%5.

The tournament was organized and directed by
Brother John McManus for the Make tliight
Move Foundation. The event was well supported
by the school 0s
Sarfon on hand to greet players. Also in
attendance was Maxine Brisport, president of the
Board of Education.

Here is an interesting game that was plaiyethe
Open section of April 6s
tournament, and features two parents playing each
other on top board: Gordon Magat and Bill
Matters.

Matters related to me that he decided to play on the
spur of the moment, and this was his first seyiou
tournament in many years. For all that, he came
very close to beating
The game was played at the rate of game in 30
minutes, so the short time control definitely
affected the quality of the moves, especially after
move D. When Matters lost on time, Magat only
had about 60 seconds left himself.

Bill Matters (1536) 7 Gordon Magat (1971) [
Dutch Defense [A10]

Make the Right Move #43, round 3
Schenectady, NY, April 17, 2010

1.Nf3 5 2.c4

My computer database programan't seem to
decide if this game is a Dutch Defense or an
English Opening, but since it starts with the classic
Dutch moves 1.d4 5 2.c4, I'll say it's the former.
2...d6

Both players choose some unusual moves in the
opening which veer away from openitigeory.
Here 2...Nf6 is most common.

3.d4 g6 4.b3

4.93 is what White usually plays here, to pressure
black's queenside on the long diagonal.

4...Bg7 5.Bb2 Nf6 6.Nbd2-® 7.e3 Qe8

A flexible move that is pretty common in the Dutch.
This allows the queerno deploy either to the
Kingside or Queenside, and sets up a possible
...etes.

8.Bd3 Nc6 9.d5 Nb4 10.Bb1 a5

p o imuch sheory he& aorfollow aryeag. s

0 n Z...Bxfi6 22tQdd+ Kg7?e a 6 s

This makes the game unique, but there hasn't been

11.a3 Na6 12 c6 13.e4 fxed 14.Nxe4 Bg4
15.h37!

Puts the question to the bishop, but this is a
guestion that White really doesn't want to ask.
Best seems to be 15.Neg5.

15...Bxf3 16.gxf3

f acul t yWhiteihasho rqraptura with tha pawn ®ecauteohe t

loses a piece after 16.Qxf3 Nxe4 17.Qxe4 Bxb2
16...Nc7 17.Rel cxd5 18.NxdB

This isn't quite correct, but complicating the
position is White's best practical chance. He has
little to look forward to after 18.Nxf6+ Bxf6
19.BMi6KR&6 20.dxdb QdR.i g h t Mo v e
18...Qd7 19.Nxb7 Na6?

This justifies all of White's previous play. His
knightwould be trapped and lost after 19...Qc6.
20.Nxa5 Qc7 21.Bxf6?

Now it's White's turn to go astray. He has what
looks like a winning position after 21.b4! dxc4
22.Ba2 Kh8 23.Bxc4.

best
Black misses a tactical finesse. Correct was
22...Kh8.

23.Ra2?

And White misses it too. Very strong was 23.Nc6!
and now Black can't play 23...Bxal?? because of
24.Rxe7+.

23...Bc3 24.Reb Bxa5? 25.b4?

Plainly shortness of time is giving both players
problems. Black would be in big trouble after
25Rae2!

25...Bb6 26.c5 Ba7?

It looks like Black has to play 26...Nxc5 27.bxch
Bxc5 with a roughly even game.

27.Rxa6 Rad8 28.Qb3 Bb8 29.Qc3+??

A blunder caused by time trouble. White is still
winning after 29.Be4 Qh2+ 30.Kfl but probably
will lose on time

29...Rf6

Around here Whiteds ti
longer winning on the board. He loses material
after 29...Rf6 30.Kf1 (30.Rxf6?? allows 30...Rd1+,
mating.) 30...Rd1+ 31.Ke2 Rxbl but it remains to
be seen if black's bishop is better than whig's
gqueenside pawns(-1

me

The 44th Make the Right Move free scholastic
tournament was held on May 1st, at the New York
State Museum Library.  Overall 79 players
completed in the six sections.
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Zachary Calderon and Brother John McManus tied
As with the last MTRM tournament, adults for third with 2-2.
competed in the Operstion, and took most of the
top places. Schenectady champ Philip Sells easily Brother John usually has his hands full directing

took first place with a perfect-@ result. His these event s, and this is t
closest game was with Nate Stevens, who took actually seen him play. In the final game against
clear second with-3. Varela he seemed to have good attacking chances,

but something went wrong for him later in the
George Shi took first place in the rated section for g a me . ltés a tribute to Bl
players below 1200 with a perfect-04 score. endless eergy that as far as | could tell he played
Koushik Pernati was clear second witkL,3and the entire game standing up.

Yogi Kanakamedala was third with 2145.

The section for players rated under 1400 was won
The section for players rated below 800 was won by Michael Zhou with 3%4. Jeffrey Qu and
by Kyle Matters is a 3%&% score. Second through Aditya Agashe were second and third with-2%%.
fourth with 31 were: Antmio Lacy, Matt
Schottenfeld, and Sumanth Gajjala. @ Manuel There was a tie at the top of the Un880 section
Abrogar scored 4 to win the section for players at 3%% with John Chidsey edging out Manuel
rated under 500. Second through fourth with 3 Abrogar on tiebreaks. There were three players

were: Nathaniel Cotto. tied at the top of the Und&00 section with 4,

their places determined by tiebreaks. First through
The unrated section for players in grades six t hird wer e: Ar 6Ri on Johnsor
through twelve was won by HaCo with 4-O0. Gowtham Puvarasu.

Tristan Bennett was second with 2!3 he biggest
section, yet again, was the unrated section for The unrated section for players in grades three and
players in grades three though five, and this was above was the largest at this event, and it was won

won by Nasir Mayfield with a perfect-@ record. by Arnold Guiwang with a perfect-@ score.
Antonio Estrella was second with 3% Thid Second through fifth with -3 were: Manthan
through fifth with 31 were: Arnold Guiwang, Vasavada, Maurice Williams, Nasir Mayfield and
Ramya Summerville, and Jonathon Robles. Ellisol Strich.

The unrated section for players in grades two and Silas Strich was the clear winner of the unrated

below was won by Nate Frey with 3% Bjorn section for players in grades two and below with a

Bowser was second with 3 perfect 40 score. Pranav Jaggannath and Catalina
Varela were second and third witkL3

Top team with a whopping 14 points (oot a

possible 16) was Delaware Community School of The Chinese Community Center was top tedth w

Al bany. Second with 111 1lweintse Théree weReothrde iothdr teRnusoright
from Morton Memorial in Rhinecliff, NY. Giffen behind with 10%% points, their places determined by
Elementary was third with 11 points. tiebreak: Menands, Giffen Elementary and

Montessori Magnet School. Host school St. Pius X
The last Make the Right Move free scholastic of  was fifth with 9%.
the 200910 school yeawas held on June 5 at St.

Pius X School in Loudonville. This was In addition to their championships in therieg the
tournament number 45 overall, and it featured 60 area clubs focus on the Capital District Chess
players competing in the five sections. League where local teams vie for the

championship trophy and bragging rights for the
Over the last few MTRM tournaments, some adults coming year. The league usually begins in January

have played in the Open section, and usually or February, but doesnodt r
winning, and that was the case here as Carlos April, after the club championships have been
Varela won the section with a perfecD4record. settled.

Dilip Aaron was clear second with-13 while
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This year there are eight teams as opposed to seven
last year. The new addition this year is a team from
Guilderland captained by Chuck Eson. It has
elements of the old Albany Area Chess Club, with
former Albany club champion John Morse on
board one. With Peter Henner on board two, this is
certainly a team that even the strongest teams have
to be careful of. Initially they seemed to be having
trouble securing a playing site, playing their home
games at John Maesd s house as
measure, but soon settled into the new Site of the
Al bany Area Chess Club.
year they will become the second Albany team.

The other teams, in order of how they finished last
year, are: Albany, Schenectady Aar&8toga A,
Schenectady Geezers, Uncle Sam, Saratoga B and
RPI.

The first match of the new season was played on
February 22, as Schenectady A traveled to Troy to
play the Uncle Sam club, beating then®.4 Of
special interest was the game between Bobby
Rotter and Uncle Sam captain Elihue Hill. In an
ending that most assumed was easily won for
Rotter, Hill missed a subtle draw. The players,
with Schenectady on the left:

1. Philip Sells 1, Odunayo Ogundipe

0
2. Patrick Chi 1, Phil Thomas 0
3. Bobby Rotter 1Elihue Hill 0
4 John Barnes 1, Junior Canty 0

On February 25, the Schenectady A team played
the Schenectady Geezers. Although the Geezers
are technically the AB"
opponents, and lost a close decision;¥ Club
President Rhard Chu scored the full point for the
Geezers, managing to bamboozle John Barnes after
making an unsound piece sacrifice. The scores,
with Schenectady A on the left:

1. Philip Sells %2, Mike Mockler ¥2
2. Patrick Chi 1, Bill Little O

3. Bobby Rotter 1, dhn Phillips 0
4, John Barnes 0, Richard Chu 1

RPI got on the scoreboard early with a win over
the Saratoga B team. Even though playing away,
the Engineers were helped by the fact their
opponents were short a player. The individual
games, with RPI orhe right:

1. Nikolas Theiss 1, Christopher Hall
0
2. Wayne Powers 1, Peter Sparagna O

3.
4.

Thomas Erickson 0, Mark Brody 1
Max Katz 1, forfeit O

On March 17 the new team from Guilderland
played their first match against the Uncle Sam
club, crushing then8¥2%. Most surprising was
the result on board 4 with Chuck Eson (896)
upending Junior Canty, rated 1660. The individual
players, with Guilderland on the left:

a slt o pJplenMorse 1, Odunayo Ogundipe

0

| t26 s
3.
4,

RAeterdibnadn ¥, @hil THoraas Y2 n e x t

Arthur Alowitz 1, Elihue Hill O
Charles Eson 1, Sylvester Canty 0

Defending league champions Albany played their
first match on March 21 at RPI. Technically
Albany was the home team, but because they had
no playing site at the time, the match was held at
RPI. Consideringthe rating difference | would
have expected a-@ sweep, but the engineers
nipped them for a point, the result beingl 3n

Al banyds favor. The games,
left:
1. Matt Katrein 1, Nikolas Theiss 0
2. Peter Michelman 1, Wayne
Powers 0
3. JonLeisner 0, Carlos Varela 1
4, Tim Wright 1, Max Katz O

On March 21 the Uncle Sam club traveled to RPI,
beating the engineersi3. This was

mat ch

t hat wasnot 1T thac h

meeting places of the two clubs are in Troy, only a
feve bloxks apait. e Whe aindieidual Iresudtsy with t o u g h
Uncle Sam on the left:

1.

2.
3.
4.

Odunayo Ogundipe 1, Nikolas
Theiss 0

Phil Thomas 1, Wayne Powers 0
Elihue Hill 0, Thomas Erickson 1
Sylvester Canty 1, Max Katz O

On March 24 the team from Guilderland hosted the
Saratoga B team at John
emerged victorious, 3%. The games, with
Guilderland on the left:

1.
2.
3.

4.

John Morse 1, Chris Hall O

Peter Henner 1, Peter Sparagna O
John Kruppenbacher %, Mark
Brody Y2

Charles Eson 1, forfeit O
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The Guilderland team suffered its first defeatl,3
when it met the Albany team, the defending

champions. The board by board results, with
Albany on the left:
1. Matt Katrein Y2, John Morse Y-
2. Dean Howard Y2, Peter Henner %2
3. Jon Leisner 1, Arthur Alowitd
4, Tim Wright 1, Charles Eson 0

This year, as usual, the league championship has
turned into a race between three teams: Saratoga
A, Schenectady A and Albany, the defending
champions. In previous years, almost without
exception, these three teams talgethe first three
places, although they are occasionally nicked for a

3. Gordon Magat 1John Phillips 0

4, Alan LeCours 0, Richard Chu 1
At the same time, in the same place, Albany
travelled to play Saratoga B, and emerged
victorious, 3%%. The individual players, with
Albany on the left:

1. Matt Katrein 1, David Connors 0

2. Peter Michelman 1, Jeff

Hrebenach 0

3. Jon Leisner 1, Peter Sparagna 0

4, Tim Wright 1, Mark Brody 0

Uncle Sam was again the host when the
Schenectady Geezers came to visit on May 3, with
the Geezers coming out on topl3 Due to some

draw or even a | oss by osot & msundestanding the ldacSam Clabmvass i ng t
note that this year these three teams managed to short a member. The players, with the

avoid playing each other until the last few matches. Schenectady Geezers on the left:

Partly this is due to the setiule of the Saratoga 1. Michael Mockler O, Phil Thomas 1

and Schenectady championships, but one gets the 2. Bill Little 1, forfeit O

image of veteran gladiators warily circling each 3. John Phillips 1, Elihue Hill 0

ot her in the arena, | ooki ngt. f Richard @hu Iy jueian CantgQ It 6s

almost a certainty that the team that does best
against its two main challengers wikb t hi s
champion.

On April 18, the team from Guilderland travelled
to play RPI, and emerged victorious, -3%2 helped

by the fact that the engineers were short a player.
The games, with Guilderland on the left:

1 John Morse 1, Wayne Powers 0

2. Arthur Alowitz 2, Max Katz %2

3. Joe Schanz 1, Brian Furtado O

4, Charles Eson 1, forfeit O
The following day

the Saratoga B team, winningl3 The players,
with Uncle Sam on the left:
1. Phil Thomas 1, David Connors 0
2. ElihueHill O, Jeff Hrebenach 1
3. Junior Canty 1, Peter Sparagna 0
4, Nate Stevens 1, Mark Brody 0
The Schenectady Geezers have been trying to
dethrone the top three teams for years, but never
quite seem to be able to do it, and invariably they
wind up in fourh place. In their latest attempt on
April 25 they travelled to play the Saratoga A
team, losing 3. The board by board results, with
Saratoga A on the left:

1. Steve Taylor 1, Michael Mockler 0

2. Jonathan Feinberg 1, Bill Little O

yeéabvsds a

pl easur @ teanpintheave a
league again this year, but it requires a certain
sense of responsibility from the other teams.
League matches have been known to drag into
June and beyond, but with a college team, once
finals begin in May, they
happy to report that once again this year the
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute team managed to
complete its schedule, and even gave one of the
teams something to remember them by in their last
match. As usually happens when finals draw near,

RPI was short a memer when they met the

Tr oy 6 sSchHémectddye A SammonCNay 16, amd they egdt

steamrolled, 9. The players, with Schenectady A
on the left:

1. Philip Sells 1, Carlos Varela O

2. John Barnes 1, Thomas Erickson O

3. Bill Townsend 1, Max Katz O

4. Cory Northrup 1, forfeiO

One of the things that makes the RPI engineers so
tricky is that occasional ly
of a hat. In their last match, played on May 9, their
board one, Tian Gao, was a completely unknown
quantity. Looki ng ayddm
a rated game of chess since 2006, but obviously he
hasnét forgotten how the
RPI to a stunning -2 upset of the Schenectady
Geezers. The board by board results with the

up o

pi
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Geezers on the left:

1. Michael Mockler 0, Tian Gao 1

2. Bill Little 1, Carlos Varela 0

3. John Phillips 0, Max Katz 1

4, Richard Chu 1, Brian Furtado O
The Schenectady Geezers hosted Guilderland on
May 13, and scored a convincing 3%win over
the Dutchmen. The games, with the Schenectady
Geezers on the left:

1. Michael Mockler 1, John Morse 0

2. Bill Little Y2, Peter Henner %2

3. John Phillips 1, Arthur Alowitz O

4, Richard Chu 1, Charles Eson 0
At the same time, and in the same place,
Schenectady A played the Saratoga B team, and
whitewashed them,-@, althaigh the games were
harder fought than the score would indicate. The
players, with Schenectady A on the left:
Philip Sells 1, Jeff Hrebenach 0
Patrick Chi 1, David Connors O
John Barnes 1, Peter Sparagna 0
Bill Townsend 1, Mark Brody O

PwbhE

The fdlowing week, on May 20, it was the
Schenectady Geezersod tur
they won, 31. However there was an element of
tragedy amid the triumph. So far this year club
president and team captain Richard Chu had a
perfect 50 score while playng in the league, and
some of these games were notable upsets. Sadly,
this time it was Richard himself who was victim of
a 60Bpoi nt upset, |l osing
Brody. The teams, with the Geezers on the left:

1. Michael Mockler 1,  Jeff

Hrebenach 0

2. Bill Little 1, David Connors 0

3. John Phillips 1, Peter Sparagna 0

4 Richard Chu 0, Mark Brody 1
Here is a table showing the league standings,
current with all the matches reported here. The
first number after the team name is number of
matches wonand the second number is number of
games won, which is used as aliieaker.
Schenectady A 4, 14>
Albany 4, 13
Schenectady Geezers 3%, 14
Guilderland 3, 13
RPI 2, 9%
Uncle Sam 2, 7Y%

oglrwNE

7.
8.

Saratoga A 1%, 5
SaratogaB 0, 4

Here is a gme from one of the league matches,
between the Schenectady Geezers and the
Guilderland team. Although Schenectady was the
underdog, they came out on top,-3%2 helped by
this victory on board one.

Both Mike Mockler and John Morse are known for
following their own muses in the opening.
Mockler quixotically favors offbeat lines with
dubious reputations while Morse plays things that
are utterly unique: nobody plays them but him.
Although a grandmaster might disapprove of their
opening choices, they finiwith their styles and
that works for them. Here Mockler wins the battle
of the opening, coming up with something odd on
the second move, after which Morse just never
seems to quite get to his feet.

Mike Mockler (1917) 7 John Morse (2015)
Pirc-Modern Defense [B06]

Capital District League

Schenectady Geezers vs. Guilderland, board
one

$cheheatadp, N, May $33 2080t oga B,
l.e4 g6 2.Bc4

Both Mockler and Morse are fanciers of odd
openings, and it's Mockler that gets first licks in.
While this move isntinknown, it's rather rarethe
usual move, 2.d4, is 90 times more common.
2t..c6 3.N83adb 4Bb® g a 6 s Mar k

And just like that the game is unigue. Previously
seen here was 4.exd5 with a transposition into
better known lines with 4...cxd5 5.Bb3 Bg7 6.d4
and now, forexample, the game Pajarczay,
Szekszard 1996 continued: 6...Nc6-G.0If6 8.h3
0-0 9.Bf4 Na5 10.Qe2 Nxb3 11.axb3 Re8 with a
fairly even game, but Black later outplayed White
and won.

4...Nf6 5.e5 Ne4 6.d4 f6!?

Black is trying to work at White's centey make

his dark squared Bishop a useful piece, but I'm not
sure that this is a good idea.

7.0-0 Bg7 8.Qe2 e6?!

More consistent seems 8...fxe5 9.Nxe5 Nd7 with
only a small advantage for White.

9.c3 fxe5 10.Nxe5 Bxe5!?

The dark squared bishop is Blaclstar piece in
the Pirc, so | wouldn't be so quick to give it up.
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White has an advantage after 10...Nd7 11.NdB 0
12.Nd2 Nxd2 13.Bxd2 but this seems better than
the game.

11.dxe5 60 12.Bc2 Ng5 13.f4

Already Black's position is looking critical.
Whites army is mounting a kingside attack, but all
of Black's queenside pieces are still on their home
squares.

13...Nf7 14.Nd2 b6 15.Rf3 Ba6 16.Qel Qc7
17.Qg3

A better attacking arrangement for White appears
to be 17.Rh3 Qe7 18.Qg3 Nh8 19.Nf3 with 20.Ng5
to come.

17...Kg7 18.Qh3 Qe7 19.g4!? Nd7 20.Rf2 h6?!

It's sort of a chess truism that you should avoid
moving pawns on the side where your opponent is
attacking. 20...Rad8 is a better idea.

21.Nf3 Rh8 22.Nh4

Stronger is 22.Nd4! c5 23.f5! Kg8 24.Nc6 QeS8
25.1xg6 and White is winning.

22...Nf8 23.Be3 g5 24.f5! Qc7 25.fxe6 Nxe6
26.Nf5+ Kg8 27.Rel

White watching the game | was expecting 27.Qh5
and white has a crushing attack: 27...Nxe5
28.Nxh6+ Rxh6 29.Qxh6 Re8 30.Bf5.

27...Re8 28.Qh5 Nf8 29.Nd6 Re7 30.Nxf7 Rxf7
31.Bd4?!

| was sure that White had something better here,
and it turns out | was right: 31.e6! Nxe6 32.Qg6+
Ng7 33.Bxb6 Qd7 34.Bd4 Rxf2 35.Re8+ RIf8
36.Bf5 and Black can resign.

31...Rxf2 32.Bxf2 Qf7 33.e6!

Two moves later, this move still wins, but my chess
computer doesn't see it until | force it into this line.
Mockler plays the final attack with great precision.
33...Nxe6 34.Bg6! Qf6 35.Bf5 Ng7 36.Re8+ Nxe8
37.Qxe8+ Kg7 38.Qd7+ Kf8 39.Bd4?!

A small gqubble. This move trades down to a
winning endgame, but deadlier is 39.Bg3! and
Black will have to give up major material to save
his King.

39...Qe7 40.Qxe7+-D

WwWWw.nysca.net

Check is in the Mail (including
the 65" Square)

by FM and ICCMlex Dunne

Introducing Tansel Turgut

About 240 years ago, an automated wonder created
by Wolfgang von Kempelen toured Europe
defeating all challengers at chess. This automaton,
known as "the Turk" was a fake, but Turgut Tansel
is the real thing. Turgut dnsel, originally from
Turkey, specializes in Interventional Cardiology
and practices in Decatur, lllinois. Turgut is an
ICCF Grandmaster and is currently Turkey's only
Correspondence Chess GM, though he has lived in
the United States now for eighteen ygear

Tansel's ideas about computer chess in
correspondence chess play are quite different from
most. As in international play computer assistance
is legal, running into strong computers is quite
common. Tansel's idea of how to play against these
computersis that the best way to beat these
programs is to make sacrifices. In the current
World Championship Final, he made exchange
sacrifices getting one Pawn or less in return in no
less than six games. Tansel's view of the future of
top-level CC play is thatn order to win, dynamic
doubleedged positions with positional sacrifices
will be the route to victory. He notes that it is
becoming very difficult to win games against
strong computers. In order to win such a game, you
have to beat the computer plus aosty human
who knows when to quit following the computer,
which is very difficult.

Tansel sent in a game which he notes is very
difficult for computers to understand. White
sacrifices an exchange for no Pawns in a
symmetrical position and continues asndthing
happens (h3, Kh2, etc: "little moves"). The
computers are not able to understand this game.
Even Rybka could not save it, he notes.

QUEENOGS GAMBI T DECLI NED
White: Tansel Turgut (2610)

Black: Hagen Tiemann (2480)

24th World Championship

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nf3 Nf6é 4.Nc3 e6 5.Bg5 h6
6.Bh4 Be7 7.e3® 8.Bd3 dxc4 9.Bxc4 b5 10.Bd3
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Bb7 11.00 Nbd7 12.Rcl Rc8 13.Qe2 b4 14.Na4d
Qa5

All this has been seen fairly often. The root game is
MoehringSchindler, Zittau 1955, which continued
with the most common reply for White of 15. b3
with Black doing fairly well against it.

15.Bxf6!?

This is a new idea. Tiemann gained a draw against
the 13th World Champion Mikhail Umansky after
18. Nc5 Bxc5

15éBxf 6 Nxé&. Ncb

17. Bxfé Nxd3 18. Qxd3 gxf6é 19. Qd4 c5 20. Qxf6
Bxf3 21. Qxf3 Qxa2 with rough equality after 22.
Qf6 15...Bxf6 16.Nc5 Nxc5 There are even chances
after 17. dxc5 Rfd8 18. Rfd1l (xa

17.Rxc5 Qb6

The Queen has problems after 17...Qxb2 18. Bc4
b3 19. Nd2 Qxb2 20. Rb1 Qa3 21. Nxb3.

18.Rfcl Be7 19.Ne5!?

It takes about 2600+ rating points to make a move
like this. As Turgut noted, White gets little for the
exchange- but he keeps what he's got, mainly he
does not have to retreat with R5c2 or c4. After 19.
R5c4 Rfd8, Black stands slightly better.

19...Bx& 20.Rxc5 Rcd8 21.Bc4

White may be behind in material off the board, but
on the board all his pieces are working better than
their Black counterparts- and the Knight on e5 is

a match for the Rook on f8.

21...Rd6 22.f4 Qd8 23.Qf2 Qc8 24.Qg3 Qd8
25.h3 Ore of the "little moves" Turgut refers to,
but with the Black Queen wandering aimlessly
about the move is not without a sharp edge,
preparing the possibility of a kingside Pawn
assault and a safe haven for the White King on h2.
25...a6

Shredder 10 evalues this as slightly better for
Black, but recommends 25.a5. As that happens
next, it apparently makes little difference.

26.b3 a5 27.Kh2 Ba8

Shredder now finds the position equal, even
playing the recommended 27...Ba8.

28.Ng4 Kh7

And now Shredder like29. f5!? exf5 30. Rxf5
which it evaluates as equal, but Tansel has his own
idea.

29.Bd3+ 5 30.Ne5 Rf6 31.Bc4 Bb7 32.Qh4

And finally Shredder begins to change its
evaluation of the position to favor White. What is
Black to do ? After 32...Kg8 33. Qh58K84. g4!
Black will be squeezed to death on the kingside.
32...Rf8 33.Qxd8 Rdxd8 34.Bxe6 Rd6 35.Bc4
Ra8 36.g4 10

The ending is lost as the White Pawn mass from d4
to g4 will soon overwhelm Black's passive pieces.
A mysterious game? a new antimputer strategy?

a positional masterpiece? The reader will have to
decide.

The following game is a sharp struggléhe daw

at the end happens after 37. Qb8+ Kh7 38. Nxd5
Ng4+ 39. Khl Qel+ 40. Bgl Nf2+ 41. Kh2 Ng4+
42.Khl =,

BENONI GAME (A65)

White: Wilbur Tseng (2022)

Black: John Ballow (2243)

2009 Walter Muir

1.d4 Nfé 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 c5 4.d5 exd5 5.cxd5 d6
6.e4 g6 7.Bd3 Bg7 8.Nge2-® 9.00 a6 10.a4
Nbd7 11.Ng3 h5 12.h3 Nh7 13.f4 h4 14.Nge2
Re8 15.Be3 Nhf6 16.Bf2 Nh5 17.a5 Rb8 18.Qel
Bf6 19.Qd2 Bg7 20.Qel Bf6 21.Qd2 b5 22.axb6
Rxb6 23.Ra4 Bg7 24.e5 dxe5 25.f5 ¢#6.Rg4
Nf4 27.Bbl Bb7 28.Rel Rb4 29.Nxf4 exf4
30.Rxe8+ Qxe8 31.Rxg5 Qe5 32.Rg4 Nf6
33.Rxh4 Bxd5 34.Bxc5 Rxb2 35.Qxb2 Qel+
36.Kh2 Qxh4 Y214

Jeffrey Baffo won this critical game with the
chance for a remarkable mate at the efabk at
37.b3 38. Qa6+ Kc5®8B Ra5+ Kb4 40. Rb5+ Rxb5
41. Qa3 mate.

SICILIAN DEFENSE (B77)

White: Jeffrey Baffo (2335)

Black: Mark Robledo (2298)

2008 Palciauskas Tournament

1.Nc3 g6 2.e4 c5 3.Nf3 Bg7 4.d4 cxd4 5.Nxd4
Nc6 6.Be3 Nf6é 7.Bc4 © 8.Bb3 d6 9.f3 Bd7
10.Qd2 Nxd4 11.Bxd b5 12.h4 a5 13.a4 bxa4d
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