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Learning from Texas 
 
Clearly the rise of Texas has been one of the success stories in chess in the 
United States in the last 10 years.  Lone Star State organizers are 
justifiably proud of their rise to the top rank of U.S. scholastic chess. The 
rest of the country gets tired of issue after issue of Chess Life being one 
long commercial for Texas chess (including one issue where they ran a 
full-page picture of the Lone Sate flag) and going to yet another National 
in Texas, they deserve note for what they have accomplished. 
 
One area where Texas is extremely successful is in college chess.  A 
successful program at the University of Texas-Dallas, a state honors 
university not unlike another successful chess school, the University of 
Maryland-Baltimore County, has bred imitators at Texas Tech University 
and the University of Texas-Brownsville.  Both of the newer programs use 
coaches that moved from New York State for the employment 
opportunity in Texas. 
 
Texas schools are regular participants in the Pan-American Intercollegiate 
Chess Championship “Final Four.”  Their success is deserved.  Once the 
province of New York powerhouses like City College of New York, 
Columbia University, Fordham University, Brooklyn College, New York 
University and the Borough of Manhattan Community College (BMCC), a 
New York school has not won the Pan-Ams since 1997.  We haven’t 
hosted the Pan-Ams since 1995, and there isn‘t a college in New York 
State that has a full-time coach.  BMCC, the school that pioneered the 
practice of financial aid for chess-playing students, is back to club status 
and out of the national headlines. 
 
College chess is a weak link in the chess filament of the Empire State.  At 
the scholastic levels, New Yorkers beat the rest of the country, and 
programs like Chess in the Schools are the envy of even the Texans.  The 
same is true at the highest levels, where a New Yorker like Gata Kamsky 
can compete for the World Championship. 
 
In college, though, they have us for now.  This is our challenge.  Make sure 
the colleges in your area are involved in your chess community, and once 
organized, push for funding.  It worked in Texas; it can here. 
 

mailto:chesstour@aol.com
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Deepak Aaron and James Hiltunen 
Win Snowbound NYS Scholastic 

Championship 
Aaron gets trophy on tiebreaks; Newcomer 

Darwin Nyberg wins Saratoga Open    
 

by Bill Townsend 
 
Even though the postal service is considering dropping 
Saturday deliveries it seems that neither snow, nor 
rain, nor sleet nor whatever else can fall from the sky 
will stop New York’s scholastic chess players from 
crossing swords. 
  
The 43rd New York State Scholastic Championships 
were held in Saratoga Springs on February 27 and 
28th.  Overall 358 youngsters competed in the six 
sections, down from 397 the year before.  There was a 
reason for the smaller turnout – the weather was 
awful, especially downstate, with nonstop 
precipitation practically the entire weekend. Chief 
director Steve Immitt reckoned that as many as 50 or 
60 people who had signed up to play in advance 
cancelled due to the weather.  Ironically, there was 
less snow and ice in Saratoga than in the New York 
metropolitan area. 
  
There was a sense of déjà vu about the results of the 
High School section. Last year, 2007 champion James 
Hiltunen of the Rochester area faced Niskayuna player 
Deepak Aaron in the final round and wound up losing, 
then Deepak got the title by beating Darrian Robinson 
in a blitz game.  This time the last round game 
between Hiltunen and Aaron was drawn, with the two 
being declared co-champions with 5½-½ .  However, 
due to his better tiebreaks Deepak got the larger 
trophy, and will represent New York State at the 
Denker Tournament of High School Champions in 
August. Third through seventh with 5-1 were: Azeez 
Alade, Michael Bodek, Ben Gershenov, Bowr 
Tharmalingam and Jack Heublum.  Michael Chiang and 
Lucas Zheng were eighth and ninth with 4½-1½ .   
 
Eighteen (!) players were 10th thru 27th with 4-2.  They 
were, in order: Jehron Bryant, Nigel Bryant, Justin 
Warren, Bingjie Liu, James Ovando, Alexander Reis, 
Likhit Ganedi, Andrew Zigmont, Justus Williams, Jabari  

 
McGreen, Markel Brown, Ben Altman-Desole, Sean 
Jones, Linda Diaz, Vadim Libo, Jeff Hrebenach, Max 
Steinberg and Joshua Abady.  Sean Jones was first 
under 1400 with 4-2, Aleksandr Kim was first under 
1200 with 3-3, Ezra Skolnik was first under 1000 with 
3-3, and Joshua Medas was first Unrated with 3-3.  
Top team in this section was Solomon Schechter 
School with 18 points, beating out Intermediate 
School 318 by a point. 
  
There was a logjam at the top of the Junior High 
School section, with six players tied with 5-1.  First on 
tiebreaks was Max Lu, followed by Alexis Paredes, 
Pobo Efekoro, Joel Ogunremi, Anthony Panat and 
Myles Foster.  Benjamin Havey and Rochelle 
Ballantyne were seventh and eighth with 4½-1½ .  
Ninth through fifteenth with 4-2 were: Danny Feng, 
David Kim, Alex Yung, Ryan Madden, Nicholas Ng, 
Harry Heublum and Philip Shin.  Albert Chen was fist 
under 1200 with 3-3, Sarah Hopseker was first under 
1000 with 3-3 amd Evan Hines was first under 800 
with 2½-3½ .  Top team here by an overwhelming 
margin was Brooklyn’s Intermediate School 318 with 
20 points, while Pierrepont School was second with 
12½ . 
 
Niskayuna player Patrick Chi was the sole winner of 
the Elementary section with a 5½-½  result.  Second 
through fourth with 5-1 were: William Graif, James 
Black and Jonathan Baccay.  Fifth through ninth with 
4½-1½  were: Joshua Colas, Alexander Spinnelli, 
Michael Ainsworth, Daniel Kostovetsky and Alexander 
Crump.  Tenth through 18thwith 4-2 were: Lilia 
Poteat, Isaac Barayev, Kyle Moon, Gabriel Katz, Conor 
Yuem, Hal Rives, Spencer Ha, Jonathan Spinnell and 
Webster Kehoe.  Micheal Morin (3-3) was first under 
1000, Stephen Moon (3-3) was first under 800.     Top 
team was Intermediate School 318 with 15½  points.  
East Syracuse-Minoa (alma mater of the editor!) was 
second with 14 points, returning to competition for 
the first time in many years. 
 
Jason Levine scored a perfect 6-0 score to take first 
place in the Elementary Novice section.  Second thru 
fifth with 5-1 were: Ryan Zahornacky, Jared Klegar, 
Philip Raftopoulos and C.J. Hinckley.  Sixth through 
tenth with 4½-1½  were: Kirk Jobe, Christian Chandy, 
Ethan Hochstim, Samuel Tillinghast and Ryder Henry.  
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Eleventh through eighteenth with 4-2 were: Trevor 
Cohn, Patrick Chernjavsky, Ethan Kue, Robert 
Michaelson, Jake Kalimian, Reuben O’Neill, Eli MacColl 
and Kaelyn Ha.  Evan Kauffman was first under 600 
with 3½-2½ , Zachery Madden was first under 400 with 
3-3 and Rohan Gharekhan was first unrated, also with 
3-3. 
  
Top team here was Columbia Grammar School with 18 
points, with Geneva second with 16½ . 
  
The Primary Championship section also had a sole 
winner: Kadhir Pillai scored 5½-½  to take clear first.  
Thomas Knoff, Max Chung and Matthew Miyasaka 
were second through fourth with 5-1.  Bryce 
Demopoulos was all alone in fifth place with 4½-1½ .  
Sixth through fourteenth with 4-2 were: Samritha 
Palakollu, Marcus Miyasaka, Jason Songco, Praneeth 
Ganedi, Kyle Chan-Shue, Reddy Lee, Jacob Ehrenkranz, 
Uttkars Tripathii and Tristan Sollecito.  Mia Chandy 
was top unrated with 1-5.  Top school in this section 
was New York City powerhouse The Dalton School 
with 16 points, followed by Browning School with 
14½ . 
  
The Primary K-1 section only had five rounds and was 
played all on Sunday.  Hudson Beaudoin from Dalton 
took first place with a perfect 5-0 score.  Second 
through sixth with 4-1 were: Ethan Joo, Auggie 
Bhavsar, Stefan Jelenkovic, Richard Takasumi, and 
Atticus Lee.  Hercules Sotos was top unrated with 2-3.  
Dalton was also top school in this section with 16 
points, followed by Columbia Grammar School with 
12. 
  
Running alongside the scholastic tournament, at the 
same venue, was the Saratoga Open, an all-ages, five 
round Swiss System.  Twenty-seven players competed 
in the two sections. 
  
The Open section was dominated by Darwin Nyberg, a 
player new to the Saratoga region.  He whipped some 
of the Capital District’s best players finishing with 4½-
½ , outdistancing his nearest opposition by a full point 
and a half.  With a result like that, you might joke that 
his middle name would be “Victorious” and you’d be 
right – that IS his middle name.  If you don’t believe 
me, check on the USCF website.  Mr. Victorious was 
previously in Illinois and Connecticut. 

  
Peter Henner, the only player to draw Nyberg, and 
scholastic player Jonathan Richman tied for second 
with 3-2.  Fourth through sixth with 2½-2½  were Philip 
Sells, Lee Battes and Alan LeCours. 
  
Two players topped the Under-1800 section – Andrew 
Crotty and unrated Kavana Mallana.  Carlos Varela 
was clear third with 3½-1½ .  Tied for fourth with 3-2 
were: Chen Qu, Nathaniel Ward, Robert McGuinness, 
and Heather Har-Zvi.  Max Kuperman, with 2½-2½  
won the prize for top player under 1400.  
  
As if all this wasn’t enough, there was a Bughouse 
Championship on Saturday evening and the 
overwhelming winner there with 6-0 was MHB Pawn 
Pushers, consisting of Michael Bodek and Max 
Steinberg.  Second with 4½-1½  were Joshua Ainsworth 
and Michael Colas, simply known as Ainswoth-Colas. 
  
Steve Immitt was chief tournament director for the 
New York State Chess Association and the Chess 
Center of New York.  Assisting him were: Sophia 
Rohde, Hector Rodriguez, Andre Harding, Kofi 
McGreen, Harold Stenzel, Walter Brown, Brian Poteat 
and Tucker Poteat. 
  
I was there directing as well, and sometimes it seems 
that scholastic tournaments are designed to produce 
incidents that no rulebook could ever cover.   
 
For example, early in the fifth round and I happened 
to be passing one of the top boards in the high school 
section when I noticed something odd.  The set the 
players were using seemed to be missing six or seven 
pieces, and their places were taken with little folded 
up pieces of paper with piece names written on them: 
“White Bishop,” or “Black Queen.”  I goggled at the 
board for a minute: was it legal to use IOUs instead of 
real pieces???  The players regarded me somewhat 
sheepishly – they knew this wasn’t quite according to 
Hoyle.  I went to get Hector, the other TD, to ask if I  
should interfere in a game that I hadn’t been called 
into.  By the time we got back to the board the little 
notes had been replaced by real pieces, obviously 
hastily borrowed from the surrounding boards.  Some 
of them didn’t match, but at least they were actual 
pieces. 
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The New York State Scholastic usually produces few 
publishable games, for a variety of reasons.  The short 
time control (game in 1 hour) is not really made for 
careful note keeping.  Also young players tend to 
prefer hardcover scorebooks and MonRoi notation 
machines, which don’t really allow for turning in 
gamescores.  The fact that the scoresheets that make 
the carbonless copies weren’t readily available at the 
site didn’t help matters either. 
 
However, I do have one important game from the 
Elementary section; Patrick Chi’s upset win over top-
rated Joshua Colas, which essentially decided first 
place in that section.  Patrick kindly copied the game 
from his scorebook and I have to say it’s just about the 
neatest scoresheet I’ve ever gotten from an 
Elementary player, so he gets an A+ in penmanship as 
well. 
  
As far as the game goes, it’s a Benko Gambit where 
Black simply doesn’t get his pawn back, and winds up 
losing because of it. 
 
Patrick Chi (1978) ς Joshua Colas (2114) [A59] 
NY State Scholastic Championships 
Elementary section, round 5 
Saratoga Springs, NY, Feb. 28, 2010 
 
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 Bxa6 6.Nc3 
d6 7.e4  
White gives up his ability to castle, which is not too 
bad considering that his kingside is hard for Black to 
get at.   
7...Bxf1 8.Kxf1 Nbd7 9.Nf3 g6 10.g3 Bg7 11.Kg2 Qb6 
Move 11 and we're still in the Benko main line, but 
here Black takes a detour.  My database has 2800 
games where Black plays 11...O-O but only 25 with this 
move.  
12.Qe2 0-0 13.Nd2 Rfe8!?  
In the Benko, Black gives up a pawn in exchange for 
pressure down the a- and b-files, so this move is a bit 
anti-thematic, and it makes the game unique. Most 
common here is 13...Rfb8 and Black's results have 
been excellent.  
14.a4 e6 15.Qb5 exd5 16.exd5 Qxb5?  
Trading queens only helps White. A move like 16...Ra6 
was called for. 
17.Nxb5 Nxd5 18.Nxd6 Reb8 19.N2c4  
It seems better to clamp down on the b6 square with 

19.a5 Ra6 20.N2c4 and black has almost nothing to 
show for his pawn minus. 
19...N7b6 20.Nxb6 Rxb6 21.Ne4 Bd4 22.Ra3 f5 23.Nc3 
Bxc3?!  
I think Black should try to keep this piece on.  After 
23...Nb4 the White pieces are still boxed in.  
24.bxc3 c4 25.Rd1 Ra5 26.Rd4 Rb1 27.Bf4 Rb3 
28.Rxb3 cxb3 29.Bc1 Nxc3?!  
This allows White to set up a pin that gets rid of the 
last two minor pieces.  Better was 29...Kf7 and after 
30.c4 Nb6 31.Rd3 b2 32.Bxb2 Nxc4 the last queenside 
pawn falls and a draw looks likely.  
30.Bd2 b2 31.Rb4 Rc5 32.Bxc3 Rxc3 33.Rxb2 Ra3 
34.Rb4  
This rook and pawn ending with an extra pawn for 
White is not exactly a slam-dunk win, but obviously the 
first player has a big advantage.  The usual plan here is 
to tie the Black Rook down while the White King either 
tries to support the pawn's advance or threatens to 
win the Kingside pawns.  
34...Kg7 35.h4 Kh6 36.f3 Kh5 37.Rf4 Kh6 38.Kf2 Kg7 
39.Ke2 Kf6 40.Rb4 Ra2+ 41.Ke3 Ra3+ 42.Kf4 h6 
43.Rb6+ Kf7 44.Rb4 Kf6 45.Rb6+ Kf7 46.Ra6 Rb3 
47.h5!  
Smashes the Black kingside, making the remaining 
pawns easy targets.  
47...g5+ 48.Kxf5 Rxf3+ 49.Kg4 Ra3 50.Rxh6 Kg7 
50...Rxa4+? 51.Kxg5 would be hopeless for Black. 
51.Rg6+ Kh7 52.Kxg5?  
Much better would be 52.Ra6 and zugzwang is 
looming for Black, i.e.: 52...Rd3 53.h6 Ra3 54.Kh5 and 
now 54...Rxg3?? and Black gets mated: 55.Ra7+ Kg8 
56.h7+ Kh8 57.Kg6 , etc.  
52...Rxg3+ 53.Kf5 Rf3+ 54.Kg4 Rd3 55.Rf6 Rd4+ 
56.Rf4 Rd5 57.Rf7+ Kh6 58.Rf6+ Kg7 59.Ra6 Rd1 
60.h6+ Kh7 61.Kf4 Rf1+ 62.Ke4 Re1+  
Here time got so short that Patrick couldn't write 
down the moves any more.  White has a massive 
advantage, but it takes some technique to bring it 
home.  The game might have continued: 63.Kd5 Rd1+ 
64.Kc4 Rc1+ 65.Kb5 Rb1+ 66.Ka5 Ra1 67.Rd6 Ra2 
68.Kb5 Rb2+ 69.Ka6 Ra2 70.a5 and Black will 
eventually have to give up his rook for White's a-pawn.  
1-0 
 
This is from Capital District player Zachary Calderon, 
who probably should have won this game, except for 
missing some important tactics in the late 
middlegame. 
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Zachary Calderon (1336) ς Albert Chen (1018) [C55] 
NY State Scholastic Championships 
Junior High section, round 4 
Saratoga Springs, NY, February 28, 2010 
 
1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Nf6 4.d4 d6 5.dxe5 dxe5 
6.Qxd8+ Nxd8 7.Nxe5 Nxe4 8.Nd2 Bb4 9.c3 Nxd2 
10.Bxd2 Bd6 11.Nd3 0-0 12.0-0-0 Be6 13.Bxe6 Nxe6 
14.h4 Rad8 15.Ne1 Bc5 16.f4 f5 17.Nf3 h6 18.Ne5 Bd6 
19.Ng6 Rf6 20.h5 Nf8 21.Nxf8 Rdxf8 22.Rh3 g6 
23.hxg6 Rxg6 24.Rdh1 Kg7 25.Be3 Rh8?  
Black misses the upcoming bishop skewer.  
26.Bd4+ Kh7 27.Bxh8 Bxf4+ 28.Kb1 Kxh8 29.Rg1?!  
It's nearly always better to have an active rook than a 
passive one, so after 29.Rf3! white has every chance of 
winning this.  
29...Kg7 30.Rd3 h5 31.g3?  
This eventually costs White his g-pawn, and gives 
Black the upper hand, but after 31.Rf1!, White is still 
on top.  Notice that 31.Rf3?! allows 31...Bh2! 
31...h4 32.Rf3 Bxg3 33.Rxf5 Kh6 34.Rgf1 Rg4 35.R5f3 
h3 36.Rh1 h2 37.Kc2?!  
While two Rooks are generally better than a Bishop 
and a Rook, Black's h-pawn is just too dangerous to 
allow to live.  White should have bailed with 37.Rxg3 
Rxg3 38.Rxh2+ and a draw looks likely.  
37...Kh5 38.Kd2 Kh4 39.Ke2 Kh3 40.Kf1 Re4 41.Rxg3+ 
Kxg3 42.a3 Rf4+ 43.Ke1 Kg2 44.Rxh2+ Kxh2 0-1 
 
In terms of scoresheets being turned in, things were 
much better in the Saratoga Open.  To my delight, 
winner Darwin Nyberg turned in all his games.  
However, once I looked at all his games, my 
puzzlement deepened.  In his last three games against 
his toughest opponents he was clearly worse against 
Sells, and was all but lost against LeCours and Henner, 
but managed to score 2½  out of those three games.  
Was it luck, or was it witchcraft? 
 
Probably the best argument for supernatural influence 
is Nyberg’s game with Saratoga attorney Alan LeCours.  
In an ending with same-color Bishops LeCours was two 
full pawns ahead and yet managed to lose.  How on 
earth did this happen?  On the surface the answer was 
he tried too hard to win, but after spending a lot of 
time on this ending I had to conclude that after Black’s 
King got socked in on the h-file his game was nearly 
unwinnable. 

 
 
 
Darwin Nyberg (1865) ς Alan LeCours (1958) [C30] 
Saratoga Open, round 4 
Saratoga Springs, NY, February 28, 2010 
 
1.e4 e5 2.f4 Bc5  
This is the most common way to decline the King's 
Gambit.  In round five Peter Henner played the 
somewhat uncommon move 2...Qh4+ against Nyberg, 
and the game continued: 3.g3 Qe7 4.fxe5 Qxe5 5.d3 
d5 6.Nf3 Qe7 7.Be2 dxe4 8.dxe4 Bh3 9.Be3 Qxe4 
10.Qd4?! Nf6 11.Nc3 Qxd4 12.Nxd4 Bb4 and Black is a 
little better, in fact later in the game he was winning, 
but the game wound up being drawn.  
3.c3?!  
And now White practically throws the opening book 
out the window.  In my huge chess database of several 
million games this move has only been tried about a 
dozen times, and White's results have been very poor.  
3...Bxg1  
It's unclear what is best here since there is so little 
opening theory.  The most common move is 3...d6 but 
after 4.d4!, White's third move looks like a good idea.  
It seems better to head for a King's Gambit Accepted 
type position with 3...exf4 4.Nf3 d5!  
4.Rxg1 Qh4+ 5.g3 Qxh2 6.Rg2 Qh1 7.fxe5 d6 8.Qe2?! 
dxe5 9.d4 exd4 10.cxd4 Bh3 11.Rf2 Nf6 12.Nc3 0-0  
Black plays it safe instead of going for the risky-looking 
12...Ng4 13.Rf4 Nh2 14.Qh5 Nxf1 15.Qxf7+ Kd8 
16.Rxf1 Qxf1+ 17.Qxf1 Bxf1 18.Kxf1 Nc6 and Black is 
better.  
13.Bd2?  
This should lose.  White had to play 13.Rxf6 gxf6 
14.Bh6 with counterchances.  
13...Bg4?  
13...Nc6! hitting White's vulnerable d4 square looks 
very strong for Black. 
 14.Qe3 Nc6 15.Rxf6  
This is not nearly as good as it was two moves ago, but 
at least it allows White to untangle his pieces. 
15...gxf6 16.Qf4 Qf3 17.Qxf3 Bxf3 18.Kf2 Bh5 19.Nd5 
Kg7 20.Bc3 Rad8 21.Nxc7 Nxd4 22.Nd5! Rxd5  
Black returns the exchange voluntarily instead of being 
forced into it after 22...Nc6 23.Bxf6+ Kg6 24.Bxd8.  
23.exd5 Nf5 24.Bh3 Nd6 25.Re1 Rd8 26.g4 Bg6 27.g5 
Re8 28.Rxe8 Nxe8 29.gxf6+ Kh6  
With his two bishops and superior King position white 
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is close to winning here.  
30.Bd7 Nd6 31.Bd2+ Kh5 32.Bf4?  
The position already seemed to be getting away from 
White, and now this gives Black two free pawns.  
Better was 32.Ke2.  
32...Ne4+ 33.Ke3 Nxf6 34.Bc8 Nxd5+ 35.Kf3 Nxf4 
36.Kxf4 b5  
.ƭŀŎƪΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǿƛƴ ǘƻ ŀ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƭƻǎǎ ƛǎ 
a complex process, but it may start here - Black needs 
to be careful about putting pawns on the same color 
as the bishops.  After the game LeCours told me he 
was concerned about the white King running over to 
the queenside, but that doesn't seem to work: 36...b6 
37.Ke5 (37.Ba6 Kh4 38.a3 h5 39.Bc8 Bd3 40.Ke3 Bc2 
41.Kf4 f5 42.Ba6 Kh3 43.Bf1+ Kh2 44.Kg5 Kg3 45.Kxh5 
f4 46.Kg5 f3) 37...Kg5 38.Kd6 h5 39.Kc7 Be4 40.Kb8 f5 
and Black wins.  
37.b4 Bd3 38.Ke3 Bf1 39.Bf5 h6 40.Kf4 Kh4  
All of Black's problems seem to come from the fact 
that his king is marooned on the h-file.  Here is a 
promising line that has Black “going around the long 
way" as LeCours put it: 40...f6 41.Bg4+ Kg6 42.Bc8 h5 
43.Bf5+ Kf7 44.Kg3 Be2 45.a3 Ke7 46.Be4 Kd6 47.Kf4 
Ke6 48.Bg2 f5 49.Ke3 Bc4 50.Kf4 Kf6 51.Bf3 h4 and 
Black definitely seems to be making progress. 
41.Bd7 h5 42.Bf5 Bc4 43.Bd7 Bf1 44.a3 Bc4 45.Bf5 
Be6 46.Bd3 Bd7  
Black can play 46...Bc4 here, because White doesn't 
dare play 47.Bxc4 bxc4 and Black wins.  However after 
47.Bf5, Black is making no progress.  
47.Bf1 Bc6 48.Be2 Bd7 49.Bf1 f6 50.Bg2 Be6 51.Bc6 
Kh3!?  
Here Black gives up a pawn in an attempt to win, but 
after all my analysis I had to conclude this was futile - 
against best play Black can't win this, mainly due to his 
horrible King position.  Because Black can't accept this 
he eventually maneuvers himself into a losing position. 
52.Bxb5 Kg2!?  
No better is 52...h4 53.Bc6 Kh2 54.a4 h3 55.b5 Bb3 
56.a5 Ba4 57.a6 Kg1 58.b6 Bxc6 59.b7 h2 60.b8Q h1Q 
61.Qb1+ Kg2 62.Qc2+ Kg1 with a perpetual. 
53.Bc6+ Kf2 54.a4 h4 55.b5 h3 56.a5 Bc8?!  
Not the losing move, but close to it.  Black can save a 
draw with 56...Bc4! 57.a6 (57.b6 axb6 58.axb6 Ba6) 
57...Bxb5 58.Bxb5 Kg1 59.Kf5 h2 60.Bc6 h1Q 61.Bxh1 
Kxh1 62.Kxf6 Kg2 63.Ke5 Kf3 and the black king is 
close enough so White can never Queen. 
57.a6 Bxa6 58.bxa6 Kg1?  
The point of no return for Black.  Apparently he can 

hold a draw by winning White's last pawn with the 
following maneuver: 58...h2 59.Kf5 Ke3 60.Kxf6 
(60.Ke6 Kd4 61.Kd6 f5 62.Kc7 f4 63.Kb7 Ke3 64.Kxa7 f3 
65.Bxf3 Kxf3 66.Kb7 h1Q 67.a7 Qb1+) 60...Kd4 61.Ke6 
Kc5 62.Bf3 Kb6 63.Bb7 h1Q 64.Bxh1 Kxa6.)  
59.Kf5 h2  
However, now the Black king is just too far away, so 
white wins.  To be fair, LeCours was in time trouble, an 
unenviable position to be in with a difficult position to 
save. 
60.Kxf6 h1Q 61.Bxh1 Kxh1 62.Ke6 Kg2 63.Kd6 Kf3 
64.Kc6 Ke4 65.Kb7 Kd5 66.Kxa7 Kc6 67.Kb8 1-0 
 
Scholastic player Jonathan Richman from the Kingston 
area preferred the slower time control of the Saratoga 
Open to the frenetic pace of the scholastics, and was 
rewarded with a tie for second place and a gain of 
about 70 rating points. 
 
Here is one of Jonathan’s wins, from the first round.  
I’m sorry to present another loss by Al LeCours, but 
after White’s subtle error on move 19 Black conducts 
the attack so well I doubt nearly anyone could have 
held White’s position together. 
 
Alan LeCours (1958) ς Jonathan Richman (1775) [A17] 
Saratoga Open, round 1 
Saratoga Springs, NY, Feb. 26, 2010 
 
1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.Qc2 0-0 5.a3 Bxc3 
6.Qxc3 b6 7.g3 Bb7 8.Bg2 d6 9.0-0 c5 10.d3 h6 11.Rd1 
d5 12.cxd5 exd5 13.d4 Qe7 14.Qc2 Nbd7 15.b3  
White seems to be on top after 15.dxc5 bxc5 16.b4. 
15...Rfe8 16.e3 Rac8 17.dxc5 Nxc5 18.Bb2 Nce4 
19.Qd3?!  
Very soon White is going to need to cover his f2-
square, so better is 19.Qe2 and the game might have 
continued 19...Ng4 20.Rf1 Nexf2 21.Rxf2 Nxf2 22.Qxf2 
Qxe3 23.Nd4! and White's position looks promising, 
certainly much better than the game. 
19...Ng4 20.Qd4  
Just how dangerous Black's attack is can be seen in the 
following line: 20.Rf1 Ngxf2 21.Rxf2? (21.Qe2 is better, 
but looks miserable for White) 21...Nxf2 22.Kxf2 Rc2+! 
and white is lost because after 23.Qxc2? Qxe3+ 24.Kf1 
Ba6+ he has to give up his Queen to avoid being 
mated. 
20...f6 21.Bh3  
White's position is quickly becoming critical.  Best 
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seems to be 21.Rac1 Nexf2 22.Rf1 Rxc1 23.Bxc1 Ne4 
and Black has the dominant position and an extra 
pawn to boot, but its still better than the game. 
21...Nexf2!  
A bold piece sacrifice that brings down the house. 
22.Bxg4 Nxg4 23.Qxg4 Qxe3+ 24.Kh1 d4! 25.Rf1 f5!  
Too many lines are opening on the White king; White 
is lost.  
26.Qh5 Qxb3?!  
A small misstep.  Crushing would be 26...Qd3! 27.Kg1 
Re2.  
27.Bxd4 Red8 28.Rad1?  
A better try seems to be 28.Kg1 but Black wins there 
too: 28...Rxd4 29.Nxd4 Qe3+ 30.Rf2 Qxd4 31.Rd1 Qe4 
32.Re2 Qh1+ 33.Kf2 Qg2+ 34.Ke3 f4+!)  
28...Rc4  
Supposedly better, but perhaps unnecessarily 
complicated is 28...Rc3 29.Bxc3 Rxd1 30.Qe8+ Kh7 
31.Kg1 Bxf3. 
29.Rde1 Rcxd4 30.Re8+ Rxe8 31.Qxe8+ Kh7 32.Kg1 
Bxf3 33.Qe5  
Immediately fatal is 33.Rxf3 Qxf3. 
33...Qd5 34.Qe3 Rd3 35.Qf2 Qc5 0-1  
Down a piece and two pawns, White has no reason to 
play on once the queens come off. 
 
Here is Nyberg’s upset win over Schenectady 
champion Philip Sells.  Outright tactical mistakes are 
rare from the careful Sells, but in this complicated 
position all it takes is one slip and it’s lights out. 
 
Philip Sells (2006) ς Darwin Nyberg (1865) [B44] 
Saratoga Open, round 3 
Saratoga Springs, NY. Feb. 27, 2010 
 
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 e6 5.Nb5 d6 6.c4 
a6 7.N5c3 Nf6 8.Be3 Qa5 9.Nd2 Be7 10.Be2 0-0 11.0-0 
Rd8 12.Nb3 Qc7 13.Rc1 b6 14.Nd5!  
A common tactical idea in positions like this, but still 
deadly.  Whether Black takes the Knight or not, White 
still gets a great attack.  
14...exd5 15.cxd5 Nxe4 16.Rxc6 Qd7 17.Bxb6 Re8 
18.Qc2  
18.Re1 seems to be somewhat better. 
18...Bd8 19.Bg4?!  
A bit misguided.  White wins a pawn after 19.Bd3! 
Bxb6 20.Bxe4 Bd8 21.Bxh7+ Kh8 22.Be4. 
19...Qxg4 20.Bxd8 Bf5 21.Nd4  
21.f3! appears to be best, but requires nerves of steel 

to play: 21...Ng3 22.Qf2 Ne2+ 23.Qxe2 Rxe2 24.fxg4 
Be4 25.Rfc1 Rxd8 26.Rxd6 and White is better, but the 
position is crazy.  
21...Bg6 22.f3 Qh5 23.fxe4 Bxe4 24.Re1 Qxd5 25.Rxe4 
Rxe4 26.Bb6 Rae8 27.Nf3 Qe6 28.Rc3??  
An uncharacteristic blunder from Sells.  White is still on 
top after 28.Qd3 Re2 29.Rxd6. 
28...Re1+ 29.Nxe1?  
Allows a mate in one, but this just shortens the agony.  
29...Qxe1, mate 0-1 
 
 
 
 

The Scholastic Column:  Closed 
and Open Positions 
 
By Andrew Ardito 
 

 

In chess, there are two main types of positions, called 
open and closed.  This column will discuss these 
positions, and how you should play them.  By now 
you’re probably asking “how do I know if a position is 
open or closed?”  The short answer is that the pawn 
structure tells you.  Open and closed refer to how easy 
it is for pieces to move around the board.  If the board 
pawn structure is like the one below, the position is 
open.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
This position is open because the pawns are all free to 
move, and pieces can easily navigate around the 
board due to a lack of obstacles.  Pieces have the 
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maximum amount of range to attack. 
 
The following position, on the other hand is closed, 
due to the pretty fixed pawn structure that makes it 
quite difficult for pieces to maneuver around the 
board.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

This may be an extreme example, but it demonstrates 
the point.  Closed positions often hinge on Knight play 
and which player can force open lines with pawn 
moves. 
 
Now, what difference does it make to you if the 
position in your game is open or closed?  It makes a 
very big difference.  First we will address the timeless 
question of Knights versus Bishops.  Which is better?  
The answer is, of course, it depends on the position.  
Bishops and Knights are very different pieces, with 
vastly different strengths and weaknesses.   
 
Bishops are excellent at attacking two sides of the 
board at the same time, a result of their diagonal 
movement.  They can also quickly move from one side 
of the board to the other, obstacles aside.  However, 
they are limited to one color square, and if that color 
square is blocked with pawns, it can be very difficult 
to make them useful again.  Bishops are best when 
they have a lot of room, and there aren’t many pawns 
blocking their paths.  Therefore, Bishops are best in 
open positions. 
 
Knights are far more subtle pieces, and that is perhaps 
why many players consider them to be always inferior 
to Bishops.  Knights lack the ability to cover the board 
in two moves, instead taking many more, and they can 
only attack up to eight squares, compared to a 

maximum of 16 for a Bishop.  So how can Knights 
compete with Bishops?   
 
 
Knights have much greater maneuverability than 
Bishops.  While Bishops can only visit 32 of the board’s 
64 squares, Knights can visit all 64, as they are not 
bound by color.  Knights also excel when the position 
is more closed.  Other pieces such as Bishops become 
less useful, because they cannot move around the 
board, but Knights are able to hop around such 
obstacles.  Granted, this can be time-consuming but 
that brings me to my next point. 
 
Whether the board is closed or open also affects the 
pace of the game.  If the position is open, and you 
spend five moves improving the position of one of 
your pieces, chances are good that your opponent will 
announce checkmate on the fifth move.  In open 
positions, each move is important, as it is possible for 
either side to quickly start attacking the other. 
 
Closed positions are another story, however.  In a 
closed position, the game is much more strategic, 
because each individual move is less important.  Well, 
that’s not entirely accurate.  Each move is still 
important, and you should try to make a good move 
and not just move your pieces back and forth, but in a 
closed position it is much more difficult for your 
opponent to launch a devastating attack in just a few 
moves.  Instead, your moves need to make small 
improvements to your position.  Improve all your 
pieces - if it takes three moves to get a Knight to a 
better square, maybe that’s OK.  Of course you still 
need to keep an eye on what your opponent is doing, 
but there is far more strategy required, in terms of 
getting your pieces to squares where they work 
together well before breaking open the closed 
position by pushing a pawn, or by focusing your pieces 
on your opponent’s weakness(es). 
 
There are many more features of open and closed 
positions, but the ones I have mentioned are the main 
ones.  Here is an annotated game where the position 
is at first  
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closed, and after positioning his pieces so they work 
together well, White/Black opens the position up and 
proceeds to win. 
 
Game 1 
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nd4 4.Bc4 d6 5.c3 Nxf3+ 
6.Qxf3 Nf6 7.0ς0 a6 8.d4 Bg4 9.Qe3 b5 10.Be2 Bxe2 
11.Qxe2 e5  
 
 
 

 
 
 

What type of position do you think this is?  Try to 
decide before you read on.  If you picked closed, or 
mostly closed, you're right.  While the position is 
certainly not as closed as the example pawn structure, 
there are a lot of pawns blocking the board, especially 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪ ǎǉǳŀǊŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘǎ ōƻǘƘ ǎƛŘŜǎΩ ōƛǎƘƻǇǎΦ 
Therefore this position is closed, and White will adjust 
his play accordingly.  He can take his time, and find 
good squares for all his pieces before opening the 
position up.   This move, however, White has to deal 
with the threat to his d4 pawn.  The choice he has is 
between capturing one of Black's pawns, advancing to 
d5, or defending his pawn again.  Before decided what 
to do, White must evaluate the position.  Try to choose 
what you would do before reading the commentary 
after the next move.  
12.dxe5 dxe5  
White chose to capture, because this opens the d-file 
for his Rook later.  Also, notice that the d5 square will 
be quite nice for a Rook or Knight, since Black's pawns 
can no longer attack the square, so a Piece that 
manages to get there will be quite difficult to dislodge, 
and will be quite strong, as White's Rook would be 
attacking the c5 and e5 pawns.  
13.Rd1 Qc7 14.a4  

The purpose of this move is to prevent Black from 
playing c4, since if Black plays C4, his bishop will no 
longer be boxed in by his pawns.  Instead of stopping 
this directly with c4 which creates a weakness at d4, 
White uses the fact that the a8 rook is pinned after 
axb5 to force Black to move his b-pawn, one way or 
the other, weakening his ability to play c4.  
14...b4 15.Bg5  
Now, because in this position neither Bishop is very 
useful, White wants to trade his Bishop for Black's 
Knight, after which nothing can stop White from 
placing a Knight or Rook on d5.  
15...Nd7  
Black of course doesn't want to trade, but this move 
weakness the Knight and unprotects d5 temporarily 
anyway.  Better would have been Qc6, though Black's 
position is still inferior and much harder to play.  
16.Nd2  
Now the Knight which wasn't in the game comes out.  
White is going to use all of his pieces to threaten 
Black's weaknesses, and sooner or later, something 
will crack.  
16...bxc3 17.bxc3 f6  
This move forces White's Bishop back, but at the cost 
of creating more weaknesses on the light squares for 
Black.  h6 would have had the same effect, with less 
weakening.  
18.Be3  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Notice that even though White's Bishop has retreated, 
it is still well positioned, forcing Black to keep a 
defender on the c5 pawn.   
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The c5 pawn is Black's biggest weakness here, in 
addition to the d-file, and White may pile his pieces on 
the pawn, simultaneously improving them and forcing 
Black to defend.  Also notice how White's pieces don't 
look particularly powerful now, but compare this 
position with the one in a few moves.  This is how 
closed positions work - you position your pieces 
optimally, and when they open, it's with a bang.  
White wants to put his pieces on squares where they 
ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎŜǎ ƛƴ .ƭŀŎƪΩǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ  Řр ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 
square for WhitŜΩǎ wƻƻƪΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ōƻǘƘ Ŏр ŀƴŘ 
ŜрΦ  {ƛƴŎŜ ²ƘƛǘŜΩǎ wƻƻƪ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŘрΣ Ŏп ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ 
a good square for his Knight, since it controls d6 and 
b6, and blocks the c5 pawn from advancing.   
18...Be7 19.Nc4 0ς0 20.Rd5 Kh8 21.a5 
 
 

 
 
This move takes the square b6 from Black's Night, 
further cementing the White Rook in d5.  Compare this 
position with the one on move 18.  Hard to believe it's 
only been three moves.  
21...f5  
Black needs to do something about the Rook, so he is 
undermining the pawn that protects it.  However this 
opens the position, and since White's pieces are much 
more active than Black's, this will be good for White. 
22.exf5 Rxf5 23.Qd3  
This move threatens the f5 Rook and the d7 Knight, 
while also creating a battery on the d-file, and 
positioning the Queen well.  
23...Nf6 24.Qxf5 Nxd5 25.Nxe5 Bf6 26.Ng6+ hxg6 
27.Qxd5 Rd8 28.Qc4  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
After the tactical smoke has cleared, White has a 
commanding lead, because Black cannot save both his 
c5 and a6 pawns, so White will be up an outside 

passed pawn, and went on to win.  Since the rest of 
the game is not relevant to our theme, I have omitted 
it. 
 
Whether or not the position is open or closed changes 
completely how you should play, so it is something 
you should learn.  The guidelines are that Knights are 
better in closed positions, and Bishops are better in 
open positions. In open positions you can’t afford to 
spend several moves improving one piece, but in a 
closed position, which has a much slower pace, you 
often can.  Another common feature of closed 
positions is that someone will use a Knight vs. Bishop 
material imbalance to get an advantage and 
eventually convert this to a win.  Like everything else 
in chess, the best way to improve at playing open and 
closed positions is to practice.  Try to figure out what 
type of position you are in when you play games, and 
adjust your play accordingly. 
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Central New York News 

by Karl Heck 
 
Fifty-two players contested the annual Onondaga 
County Scholastic Chess Championship held March 12 
at Syracuse’s Southside Academy. 
 
The brother-sister team of Joe and Madison Riccardi 
swept the 23-player K-4 section with perfect 4-0 
scores.  Joe won the speed playoff for the first-place 
trophy.  Four players tied for third place with three 
points, Fabius-Pompey’s Hailey Niles and Aida 
McKenney, Aletheia Ieta and Adh Qaddourah of 
Southside Academy.  Fabius-Pompey won the Top 
Team Trophy. 
 
Austin Cirillo of Jamesville-DeWitt won the K-6 section 
with the only perfect 4-0 score.  Jeffrey Shi and Jacob 
Rolnick tied for second with 3-1 scores, both losing to 
the eventual winner.  Southside Academy won the Top 
Team Trophy. 
 
Jamesville-DeWitt’s Josh Jaffe and NM Tom Riccardi of 
Marcellus tied for first in the championship K-12 
section with 3 ½  points, and Jaffe won the County 
Championship title in a speed playoff.  Langston 
Lightcap, Jermeiah Jones and Jeff Diamond tied for 
third with three points.  Fabius-Pompey won the Top 
Team Trophy by a point over Fayetteville-Manlius. 
 
The Onondaga County Championship began in the 
1960’s and was contested annually in different 
formats until the late 1980’s.  The tournament was 
revived in 2000 and has been contested ever since. 
 

Thank You Craig Himes by Bob Nasiff 
As I mentioned previously at the Moses Dewitt 
Tournament, I’d like to start highlighting some of the 
hard-working chess volunteers here In Central New 
York. And to that end, I am starting with Craig Himes, 
Chess Coach at Fabius-Pompey High School. 
 
Craig started playing chess as a young kid, but never 
seriously! Back in the late 1990s, he became involved 
as a volunteer helping out at the Fabius Pompey after 
school chess club. That is when he taught his oldest 
son, Doug, how to play chess, and that caused Craig to 
start studying the game more seriously! He improved 

his game to the point that he was beating Doug up 
until his son reached the third grade! Then the tables 
were turned and unfortunately for Craig, Doug never 
looked back! In the early 2000s, Craig took over 
administering the Fabius-Pompey Chess Club. This 
club is fairly large, and although Craig has received 
some important help, he has mostly been on his own 
in keeping this club going over the past eight years.  
 
I have gotten to know Craig throughout this period 
and have always been amazed at how easy going and 
unassuming he is with the kids! I have never seen him 
get angry with kids, nor get on them for losing and is 
always willing to help them! He has dedicated his time 
on weekends and longer to make sure his team 
experiences competition, not only at the local level, 
but the state and national levels as well! Under his 
leadership, Fabius-Pompey has won numerous 
tournaments and championships in Central New York, 
and his teams are always well represented at the 
annual Onondaga County Chess Championship. Under 
Craig, Fabius-Pompey teams have finished as high as 
fifth place at the New York State Chess 
Championships, and as high as seventh at the National 
Scholastic Chess Championships!  
 
As I mentioned above, Craig is one of the hardest 
working chess volunteers in Central New York! I can 
honestly say that Craig's dedication to helping kids get 
involved in the world’s greatest game, has played a 
very important and much needed part in the success 
of scholastic Chess in this area! I believe I am also 
speaking for a lot of people here in thanking Craig 
Himes for his hard work and dedication scholastic 
chess! ά! .LD ²9[[ 59{9w±95 ¢I!bY ¸h¦ /w!LDΣ 
Cwha ![[ hC ¦{Ηέ 
 
Evan Himes won the 11-player K-12 Moses DeWitt 
Scholastic Chess Tournament in the largest Central 
New York tournament of the year. 
 
Tyler Gorman of Fabius-Pompey won the 28-player K-
4 section with its only perfect 4-0 score.  Billy Leiker of 
Jamesville-DeWitt and Theo Eckiert-Budis of Manlius 
Pebble Hill tied for second with 3 ½  points, drawing in 
the last round.  Eugene Golovanyuk, Aletheia Ieta, 
Steve Scott and Aidan McKenney all tied for fourth 
with three points  Manlius Pebble Hill won the Top 
Team Trophy with 13 points, besting host district 



14 

 

 

Jamesville-DeWitt by 1 ½  points. 
 
Alex Wulff beat Austin Cirillo in a speed playoff to win 
the K-6 section after both players tied for first with 3 
½  points.  Jeffrey Shi and Jacob Rolnick tied for third 
with three points, losing only to the top finishers.  
Skaneateles won the Top Team Trophy on tiebreaks 
over Jamesville-DeWitt. 
 
The tournament was organized by the Moses DeWitt 
Chess Club, and directed by Bob Nasiff. 
 
A total of 43 players contested the annual Louis 
Mariani Memorial Tournament at Syracuse’s 
Henninger High School just before Christmas. 
 
Jamesville-DeWitt’s Billy Leiker won the 22-player K-4 
section with the only perfect 4-0 score.  Five players 
tied for second with three points:  Ethan Wells, Tyler 
Gorman, Aida McKenney, Andre Mariados and Ben 
Fish.  Manlius Pebble Hill won the Top Team Trophy in 
a closely-contested battle with 10 ½  points, beating 
Fabius-Pompey by half a point. 
 
David Ahyee of Southside Academy in Syracuse won 
the K-6 section in a speed playoff after tying with 
Jeffrey Shi in the 11-player section with 3 ½  points 
each.  Austin Cirillo of Jamesville-DeWitt and Jacob 
Rolnick of Fayetteville-Manlius tied for third with 
three points.  Southside Academy won the Top Team 
Trophy. 
 
Sam Fragola of Fabius-Pompey won the playoff in the 
K-12 section after a rare four-way tie for first place at 
3-1.  Jason Liu, Jacob Greenfeld, and Daniel Brenner all 
tied for first.  Fabius-Pompey won the Top Team 
Trophy with nine points, beating Fayetteville-Manlius 
by one point. 
 
The tournament was organized by the Henninger High 
School Chess Club and directed by Bob Nasiff. 
 
Thomas Riccardi won the Syracuse University Winter 
Open held February 6th at the SU campus with a 
perfect 4-0 score.  SU professor Jan Ondrich was 
second in the strong six-player section with a 3-1 
score, losing only to Riccardi in the first round.  The 
tournament marks Joe Ball’s 32nd year of running at 
least one chess event in Central New York. 
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Mid-Hudson Scholastic Chess League 
Season Highlights 

 
by Larry King 
The Mid-Hudson Scholastic Chess League (MHSCL) 
ended its eighth season with the playoffs and a five-
round Swiss tournament on March 6, 2010 held at 
Orange County’s Cornwall High School. Cornwall 
Central High School Team 1, which won all of its seven 
regular season matches, was crowned MHSCL champs, 
defeating the two-time defending champs Burke 
Catholic High School in the final round of the playoffs. 

 
Final 2009-10 League Standings 

 
Kasparov Conference:  

 
1. Kingston High School  6 ½-½   
2. Cornwall High School 2 6 ½-½ 
3. Middletown HS 1 4 -3 
4. James O’Neill 1  4-3 
5. Highland Falls MS 3-4 
6. Marlboro HS 2  2-5 
7. Rondout Valley HS 1-6 
8.   Port Jervis HS  1-6 
NOTE: Kingston finished first because of its 49.5 match 
points. Kingston and Cornwall Central HS 2 each 
scored 4.5 points in head-to-head competition.  
 
Fischer Conference:  
1. Cornwall HS Team 1  7-0 
2. John S. Burke HS 6-1 
3. Monroe-Woodbury HS 5-2 
4. James O'Neill HS 2  3-4 
5. Storm King HS   3-4 
6. Middletown HS 2  2-5  
7. Marlboro HS 1   2-5 
8. Newburgh FA  0-7 
 
There were eight teams in each conference. Each 
school played seven matches against teams in its 
conference.  Schools with two teams had one team 
placed in each conference so that they wouldn’t have 
to  
 
play each other during the season. 
  
Individual Point Totals During the Season 

Chris Herries of John S. Burke Catholic HS was first in 
individual points with 15 during the season, the fourth 
straight year he won the award. Javier Diaz of 
Middletown HS Team 1 finished in second with 14 
points. John Darling (Cornwall Central HS Team 2), 
Matt Rolando (John S. Burke), and Joel Diaz 
(Middletown HS Team 1), were tied for third with 12.5 
points apiece. Myles Billard (Cornwall Central HS Team 
1) and Ben Wells (Cornwall Central HS Team 2) each 
scored 9.5 points. The following players scored nine 
points: Timothy Mills (Highland Falls Middle School), 
Alister Collins (Cornwall Central HS Team 2), Denthew 
Learey (Highland Falls Middle School), Kyle Russo-
Fisher (James O'Neill HS Team 1), and Joe Rochet 
(James O'Neill HS Team 1). 
 

Playoff Results 
 
Semi-Finals 
The Semi-Finals were conducted in a crossover format, 
with the first-place team from one conference playing 
the second-place team from the other conference. 
 
Cornwall Central High School Team 1 (5.0) vs 
Cornwall Central High School Team 2 (4.0):  
Cornwall Central High School Team 1 defeated 
Cornwall Central High School Team 2, 5-4. Conor 
Solner won three games and Myles Billard won two 
games for Cornwall Team 1. Ben Wells lead Cornwall 
Team 2 with two wins. John Darling and Alister Collins 
won the other two games for Cornwall Team 2. This 
was the first time two teams from the same school 
played each other in post-season.  
John S. Burke Catholic (5.0) vs Kingston High School 
(4.0): John S Burke won the semi-final series, 5-4, lead 
by Chris Herries's three victories and Matt Rolando's 
two wins. Aidan Hite won two games, and Michael Liu 
and Aaron Stokes each had one victory for the 
Kingston High School team. 
 
 
Consolation Match 
Kingston High School (5.5) vs Cornwall Central High 
School Team 2 (3.5): Kingston clinched third place, 
defeating Cornwall Central HS Team 2 5.5-3.5. Michael 
Liu won two and drew one game, Aidan Hite won two 
games, and Aaron Stokes won one game. Ben Wells 
scored 2.5 out of three points and John Darling had 
the other victory for Cornwall Central High School 
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Team 2. 
 
Championship Match 
Cornwall Central High School 1 (5.0) vs John S. Burke 
(4.0): Despite Chris Herries' three victories (six wins 
overall in the playoffs), Cornwall Central High School 
Team 1 won the championship. Conor Solner and 
Myles Billard each had two victories, and Josh 
Hawthorne-Madell won one game for Cornwall. Matt 
Rolando scored the fourth point for Burke. 
 
Five-Round Swiss Tournament 
While the MHSCL playoffs were in progress, 28 players 
participated in the five-round Swiss tournament, 
which is played concurrent to the playoffs.  There was 
a four-way tie for first place. Joel Diaz of Middletown 
was the tournament winner on tiebreaks. Gustavo 
Ibarra of Middletown finished in second place, Kyle 
Russo-Fisher of James O'Neill finished in third place, 
and Kevin Swanson of Marlboro finished in fourth. The 
above players scored 4-1. Timothy Mills (3.5) of 
Highland Falls Middle School finished in fifth place, 
David Barley (3.5) of Marlboro finished in sixth place. 
Javier Diaz (3.0) finished in seventh place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Cornwall Central High School Team 1 shows off their 
League Championship trophies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Burke High School placed second for the year.

 

 

Support chess in New York State!  
NYSCA membersh ips are only $20 with four printed 

issues of Empire Chess, and $12 with two issues.  

 

www.nysca.net  for more information.  

http://www.nysca.net/
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The Kasparov Chess Foundation’s sponsorship of The 
Greater New York Scholastic Championships took on 
new meaning this year when the 13th World Chess 
Champion himself attended the event in person and 
signed copies of his latest book, How Life Imitates 
Chess. This was the 44th annual edition of the 
tournament, and was organized by the Chess Center 
of New York and directed by Steve Immitt and Sophia 
Rohde, and was once held at the New Yorker Hotel in 
midtown Manhattan, on January 30-31.  
 
This year the tournament boasted a higher turnout 
than in 2009: scholastic chess is only becoming more 
popular each year! There were 903 entries this year, 
with 850 players participating in at least one of the 
events.  Some players chose to participate both days, 
a possibility for all students except those in high 
school. The Greater New York Scholastics uses a highly 
successful format to ensure strong participation: the 
Primary (K-3) Championship and the Junior High (K-9) 
Championship are always held on the Saturday, while 
the Elementary (K-6) Championship and High School 
(K-12) Championship are held Sunday.  
 
The tournaments are therefore actually four separate 
one-day, five-round tournaments. Within each of 
these four tournaments are three sections: Varsity (no 
upper or lower limit on the rating of participants), 
Junior Varsity (open to players rated less than 1600 in 
the High School, less than 1200 in the Junior High, less 
than 1000 in the Elementary, and replaced by a K-1 
section in the Primary tournament), and Novice (open 
to players  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
rated less than 1000 in the High School, and  
rated less than 700 in the other events). Players 
compete individually, but where players in the same 
section who attend the same school have their scores 
combined for team purposes.  
 
Here’s a brief rundown of the results in the Varsity 
(Championship) sections from each tournament, 
where place trophies went to the Top 12 individual 
finishers and the Top 6 team finishers:  
 
In the Primary Championship, second-seed and 2009 
runner-up Rishi Rajendran (1505) showed no mercy 
this year as he was the only player to finish with a 
perfect 5-0 score. Second through tenth places all 
scored 4-1, but Max Chung (1390) and Thomas Knoff 
(1385) took the second and third place trophies, 
respectively, on tiebreak.  
 
The team competition was a race between two City  
powerhouses: Dalton and Columbia Grammar. Dalton 
was a bit deeper this year and prevailed 13 points to 
11. Collegiate finished in third with 10 points, followed 
by PS 6, Ethical Culture, and Browning.  
 
The Junior High Championship saw a four-way tie at 
the top with 4.5 points out of 5. In tiebreak order, the 
winners were Aleksandr Ostrovskiy (2162), Joshua 
Colas (2126), Nigel Bryant (1829), and Jehron Bryant 
(1969). The Bryant twins led IS 318 to a decisive 
victory in the team competition with 17 points out of 
a possible 20,  5.5 points ahead of the field. Columbia 
Grammar (11.5) edged out Collegiate (11) for second 
place. Trinity, IS 54, and Mott Hall were the other 
team prizewinners.  
There weren’t any real surprises in the Elementary 
Championship this year, if ratings are any indication.  
The three 1800-players in the section finished at the 
top, with Isaac Barayev (1838) and Alexander Spinnell 
(1808) both finishing with 5-0 scores. Spinnell became 
Elementary Champion by winning the playoff (shown 
below). 
 

2010 Greater NEW YORK Scholastic Championships:    
The MAN HIMSELF ATTENDS!  

By Andre Harding 
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James Black (1871) was clear third with 4.5 points. IS 
318 won this section too, with 15.5 points. Trinity (14) 
was second, followed by East Side Middle School, PS 
124, Columbia Grammar, and PS 290.  
 
The High School Championship had two heavy 
favorites at the top, IM Marc Arnold (2490) and FM 
Alec Getz (2317). It was Getz, the defending 
champion, who led the tournament 4-0 going into the 
final round, as Arnold was held to a draw in Round 3. 
However, the two top seeds were paired in the final 
round, and the Arnold achieved victory in a crazy 
attacking game with the Black pieces; he was the only 
player to finish with 4.5 points. Places two through 
seven were tied at 4-1, but second place deservedly 
went to Getz, while Aleksandr Ostrovskiy found 
himself in the winner’s circle again, taking third place. 
Hunter won the team competition with 14 points, 
Stuyvesant (12.5) finished second, followed by IS 318, 
Columbia Grammar, Christian Brothers Academy, and 
Bronx Science.  

Capital Region News   

by Bill Townsend 
 

At the beginning of my last report I commented on 
the fact that the only constant in life is change, and 
that it’s only inevitable that as good things begin, they 
can end as well.  Well, as the trees and flowers begin 
to wake up in New York’s Capital District, that seems 
to be true again.  That is to say, there’s good news and 
there’s bad news. 
 

But first, there’s some old news, so to speak. 
 
The 5th annual Empire State Open, the last 
tournament played in the Capital District in 2009, was 
held in Saratoga Springs from December 26-28.  
Overall about 85 players competed in the four 
sections.  This is clearly better than last year’s turnout 
of 74 players, but this year’s tournament was a lot 
more bottom-heavy than last year’s.  British GM Keith 
Arkell won last year’s event, but this year’s Open 
section only had one titled player, FM Igor Nikolayev, 
and only one Master.  On the other hand there was 
lively competition in the lower sections and no fewer 
than 15 unrated players. 
 
Unheralded downstate player Justus Williams won the 
Open section with a 4 1/2-1½  record.  Tied for second 
with 4-2 were: FM Igor Nikolayev, David Carter, 
Deepak Aaron, Aleksandr Ostrovskiy and Philip Sells.   
 
Going into the final round there were two players with 
4-1, Williams and Deepak Aaron.  Williams faced 
Vermont master David Carter, who, in a complicated 
middlegame position, made what seemed to be an 
unsound sacrifice, then shrewdly offered a draw.  Not 
willing to gamble for a win, Williams accepted the 
offer, but a draw turned out to be enough for him to 
win the tournament.  As for what happened to Deepak 
Aaron, continue. 
Upstate player David Kolb was the sole winner of the 
Under-2000 section: he lost his first round game, then 
won his remaining five to finish with a 5-1 record.  
Alex Yung and Zhengjia Jiang tied for second with 4½-
1½ . 
 

Two players from Vermont dominated the Under-
1600 section as Jonathan Keuhne and Peter Lane both 
scored 5-1.  Tied for third with 4½-1½  were Heather 
Har-Zvi and Paul Gardephe.  Tied for fifth place with 4-
2 were: Robert McGuinness, Ziqing Dong, Jeff Scott 
and Derek Mizushima.  The last three named players 
split the under 1400 prize.   
 

The under-1200 section also ended in a two-way tie as 
William Wang and Jonathan Aiyathurai both scored 5-
1.  Anthony Benis was all alone in third place with 4½-
1½.  Tied for fourth with 4-2 were: Robert DeLong, 
Jeffrey Qu, Joshua Chasen and Sai Chilukoori.  Jeffrey 
Qu won the prize for best player under 1000.   
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Steve Immitt was chief director for the New York State 
Chess Association. 
 

Here is one of the “money games” from the Empire 
State Open, between current Schenectady Club 
Champion Philip Sells and former club champ (and 
current New York State Scholastic Champion) Deepak 
Aaron.  Because Sells won this game he tied for 
second place, but if Deepak had won he would have 
been clear first with 5-1. 
 

At first glance it seems that Deepak lost because he 
got a little too aggressive, and put his queen in an 
untenable position (22...Qh3?) but chess is a 
complicated game, so the real answer is a little more 
complex than that.  Out of the opening and in the 
early middle game, Black had the better position, but 
he seemed to lose the thread of the position and 
allowed white to equalize again, and by the time move 
22 rolled around he was already in trouble, and the 
catalyst looks to be the seemingly-harmless 19...Nxf5. 
Philip Sells (1997) ς Deepak Aaron (2180) [C45] 
Empire State Open, round 6 
Saratoga Springs, NY, December 28, 2009 
 
1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 Bc5 5.Be3 Qf6 
6.c3 Nge7 7.Bc4 d6 8.0-0 Ne5 9.Be2 Qg6 10.f3 0-0 
11.Kh1 d5 12.Nd2 Bb6  
12...dxe4 is Black's usual choice here.  
13.b4  
The unusual move makes the game all but unique.  The 
main line, which has done rather well for White 
continues here with 13.Bf4 and now, for example, the 
2003 ICCF email game Pugh-De Sa continued: 13...Qf6 
14.Bg3 Rd8 15.f4 N5c6 16.Nxc6 Qxc6 17.Nc4 Be6 
18.Ne5 Qe8 19.f5! Bc8 20.Bh5 g6 21.Ng4! and Black 
resigned.  
13...dxe4  14.fxe4 Bg4 15.Bg1 Rad8 16.Rf4 Bxe2 Also 
good for Black is 16...Be6 17.Qc2 N7c6 18.Nxe6 Qxe6.  
17.Qxe2 a5!?  
This isn't exactly a bad move, but it shows that Black is 
losing touch with what is going on in the position.  
Better would be continuing to play in the center with 
17...N7c6 18.N2b3 Rfe8.  
18.b5 c5 19.Nf5 Nxf5?!  
This does White a favor by opening up the e4 square 
for his knight.  Better is 19...Rfe8.  
20.exf5 Qh6 21.g3 Rfe8?!  

Black doesn't see the trouble looming on the horizon.  
It's time to start repositioning his pieces with 21...Nd3 
22.Rh4 Qf6 or 21...Qd6 22.Ne4 Qd3. 
22.Ne4! Qh3?  
The losing move.  Black fails to see the tight spot that 
his Queen is in after White's next turn. The only 
playable move for the second player seems to be 
22...Nd7 but the game seems to be turning against 
him after 23.Rd1 Re5 24.Be3. 
23.Raf1!  
Of course 23.Rh4 right away just loses a pawn to 
23...Qxf5. 
23...Nd7  
There seems to be nothing else.  Just as hopeless is 
23...g5 24.fxg6 Nxg6 25.Rxf7.  
24.Rh4 Rxe4 25.Rxe4 Qh6  
Black has saved his queen at the cost of the exchange, 
but his remaining pieces are stumbling over each 
other.  He is lost.  
26.Rd1 g6 27.Rxd7 Rxd7 28.Re8+ Kg7  
Now White has a forced mate, but Black has a 
hopeless position after 28...Qf8 29.Rxf8+ Kxf8 30.f6.) 
29.f6+! (29...Kxf6 30.Qe5, is mate so Black gives up.)  
1-0 
 
For the last few months there have been casual chess 
meetings Friday nights at Proctor’s Theater in 
downtown Schenectady, kind of an offshoot of the 
games played outside there during the summer 
months.  The fact that Proctor’s, the jewel of 
downtown, is willing to support chess in such a big 
way is good news for all local chess lovers.  In addition 
Proctor’s has been sponsoring chess events there, and 
the most recent one was the Proctor’s Winter Recess 
Blitz Open which was held on February 19 in the 
basement of Proctors Theater.  Once again, the 
turnout was surprisingly good for a weekday evening, 
42 players competed in the two sections. 
 
The event’s top rated player, New York State 
Scholastic Champion Deepak Aaron, won the Open 
section hands down with a perfect 5-0 score.  Second 
through fifth with 4-1 were: Russell Lane, Bobby 
Rotter, Phil Thomas and John Phillips. Lane, an 
unrated player originally from Brooklyn, was unrated 
but had an estimated rating of 1900.  I thought this 
was a bit high for an unrated player, that is, until I saw 
him play.   Daniels won the prize for best unrated 
player, while Gonzalez won the Under-1700 prize. 
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In the Reserve section, Koushik Pernati was clear first 
with 5-0, while Yogi Kanakamedala was clear second 
with 4-1.  Vignesh Pernati and Saran Sundararajan 
were third and fourth with 3½-1½ .  Begnaud won the 
prize for best unrated while Shreyas Raman was top 
player under 700 with 2½-2½ . 
 
Ashok Aaron was tournament organizer and Brother 
John McManus was tournament director.  The event 
was generously sponsored by the City Mission, the 
Third Way, Proctor’s Theater, the Make the Right 
Move Foundation and the Schenectady Chess Club. 
 
The sad news, unfortunately is that the Capital 
District’s grandmaster-in-residence, former New York 
State Action and Quick Chess Champion Ronen Har-
Zvi, is leaving the area.  GM Har-Zvi is moving to 
Brownsville, on the very southern tip of Texas.  
Although not much bigger than Albany, Brownsville 
has a huge scholastic chess program, as does the 
University of Texas at Brownsville. 
 
Since coming to this area in 2006, GM Har-Zvi has 
been a cheerful supporter of Capital District chess, 
giving numerous exhibitions and sharing his chess 
knowledge with lessons and lectures.  In the long 
chess history of the Capital District he is the only 
grandmaster to have lived here, and he will be sorely 
missed. 
 
The backbone of chess in the Capital District is its 
chess clubs, and the championships of the two largest 
clubs, the Saratoga Staunton Club and the 
Schenectady Chess Club, advanced substantially 
during the winter. 
 
From the start it seemed like Steven Taylor, the 2007 
champion and the event’s highest rated player, would 
be walking away with the event.  The other top 
players were nicked for losses and draws, but Taylor 
was something of a question mark since he had played 
fewer games than everyone else.  This prediction got 
derailed on January 10 when Philip Sells managed to 
defeat Taylor in a wild time scramble that had both 
players down to the last second, see below. 
 
This set up an odd situation.  Sells had already 
completed his schedule with a 10-2 result, but if 

Taylor won all the rest of his games, he could finish 
with 10½-1½ .  However, if he got even one draw the 
championship would go to Sells.  The first tiebreak was 
“head to head” so if both finished with 10-2, Sells 
would win on tiebreaks.  As it turned out that wasn’t 
necessary – matters were settled when Taylor lost to 
Gordon Magat on January 24. 
 
With this victory Sells joins an elite club, only Lee 
Battes and Matt Katrein have been champion of both 
the Schenectady and Saratoga clubs, and nobody 
before has been champion of both clubs at the same 
time. 
 
The final scores were: Philip Sells (10-2), Steve Taylor 
(9½-2½ ), Gordon Magat (9-3), Glen Gausewitz (8½-
3½ ), Alan LeCours (8-4), Jonathan Feinberg (7½-4½ ), 
Bill Little (6½-5½ ), Lee Battes (5-7), Jeff Hrebenach (5-
7), Ray Alguire (3-9), David Connors (2½-9½ ), George 
Dipre (2½-9½ ), and Peter Sparagna (1-11). 
Here is that pivotal game between Taylor and Sells, 
and I couldn’t think of a better way to introduce it 
than to quote what Bill Little said on the ENYCA 
website, where the game was originally presented. 
 
ά! ƎŀƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ 
in the way of excitement. Sells loses his Queen in an 
maybe ill-advised capture of a semi-poisoned pawn, 
and Taylor uses up a huge amount of clock time 
attempting to make his material plus good. Taylor is in 
serious time trouble by move 25. He manages to make 
more than 40(!) moves with less than five minutes on 
Ƙƛǎ ŎƭƻŎƪΦ  ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΩǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǉǳƛŎƪ Ǉƭŀȅ ǘŜǎǘǎ {ŜƭƭǎΩ 
chess skills to the point his 40+ minute edge on the 
clock is run down to one second. Sells then gave his 
own demonstration on how to play fast managing a 
dozen moves with one second remaining. That flurry 
finally cracked Taylor and his time expired somewhere 
well beyond move 70!" 

 
Philip Sells (1994) ς Steven Taylor (2117) [C45] 
Saratoga Staunton CC Championship 2009-10 
Saratoga Springs, NY, January 10, 2010 

 
1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nxc6 bxc6 
6.e5 Qe7 7.Qe2 Nd5 8.c4 Ba6 9.b3 g5 10.g3 Bg7 
11.Bb2 0-0-0 12.Qe4 f5!?  
A very interesting pawn sacrifice, but it comes at a 
cost: according to Little, Taylor took a long time over 
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this move, and this will come back to haunt him later.  
13.Qxf5 Rhf8 14.Qe4 Nb4  
This move, which seems to be Black's best, strangely 
enough makes the game unique.  Previously seen here 
was 14...Nf6 and now the game Charbonneau-
Khassanov, Montreal 2000 continued: 15.Qe2 Ng4! 
16.Qxg4 Bxe5 17.Qe2 Bxb2 18.Qxe7 Rde8 19.Qxe8+ 
Rxe8+ 20.Kd2 Bxa1 and the game is dead even, and 
was agreed drawn a few moves later.  
15.Bg2  
As Little points out,  15.a3 is a better idea here. 15...d5 
16.Qxh7  
Rather risky, but I imagine that White felt he needed 
some sort of material plus to make up for his 
beleaguered position. 
16...Rf7 17.0-0?  
White fails to see the danger his queen is in.  He had to 
play 17.Qh3+ but after the game Taylor felt that White 
was in trouble here anyway.  But after 17...Kb8 18.0-0 
Nc2 19.Qh5 Rh8 20.Qe2 Nxa1, Black's advantage 
doesn't seem that great.  
17...Rh8 18.Qg6 Rh6 19.Qxh6 Bxh6 20.Ba3 c5?!  
The clock is starting to become an issue for Taylor, as 
this move gives away a chunk of his advantage.  After 
20...Qxe5 21.Nd2 (or 21.Bh3+ Kb7 22.Bxb4 Qxa1) 
21...Nc2 22.Rad1 Nxa3, Black is clearly winning. 
21.Bxb4 cxb4 22.Bxd5 Rf5 23.Nd2 g4  
23...Rxe5 seems to be clearly better.  
24.f4!? gxf3 25.Nxf3 Bb7 26.g4?!  
White loosening his kingside like this seems dubious.  
It's not clear how Black can make progress after 
26.Bxb7+ Kxb7 27.Rae1. 
 26...Rf4 27.Bxb7+ Kxb7 28.h3 Re4  
Little: Time: Sells; 31:00, Taylor; 3:45. 
29.Rae1 Be3+ 30.Kg2 Qc5 31.Re2 a5 32.Rfe1 a4 
33.g5!  
Now Black has to worry about White's two kingside 
passers, which makes the game more or less equal. 
33...Qb6 34.h4 Kc8 35.h5 Rg4+ 36.Kh3 Re4  
Little: The game is even. The time however is not. 
Sells; 17:00, Taylor; 1:33  
37.Kg2 Rg4+ 38.Kh3 Qe6 39.Rxe3 Rxg5+ 40.Kh2 Rxh5+  
Little: Taylor blitzed out this last sequence and his 
clock was now showing 1:15. Pretty quick play, but the 
best is yet to come. It is a nice creative tricky idea; 
giving up the Bishop for the pawns covering White's 
King. Perpetual checks and even mates are in the air 
now. 
41.Kg2 Qg4+ 42.Kf2 Rh3 43.Rg1 Qf4 44.Rg2 Rh7 Little: 

Now we get to the amazing part of the game. Time: 
Sells; 12:00, Taylor; 00:24!! The Rook was better going 
to h8, but that is a quibble. 
45.e6 Re7 46.Rg8+ Kb7 47.Rg5 Qf6 48.Rge5 c6 Little: 
There have been no obvious blunders in this one sided 
time scramble. Sells now had 9:00 minutes remaining, 
Taylor 00:21. 
49.bxa4 Qf4 50.R5e4 Qf5 51.Ke2 Qa5 52.a3 Qxa4 
53.axb4 Qc2+ 54.Kf1 Qb1+ 55.Ke2 Qxb4 56.Nd2 Qc5 
57.Re5 Qd4 58.R5e4 Qa1  
Little: Returning to c5 would have been a silent offer of 
a repetition. The game move made Phil think some 
more worsening his own clock problem. 
59.Nb3 Qh1 60.Nc5+ Kb6 61.Nd7+ Kc7 62.c5 Qh5+ 
63.Kd2 Qd5+ 64.Kc3 Kd8?  
Little claims this is the losing move since black has a 
άǘŜȄǘōƻƻƪ ŘǊŀǿέ ŀŦǘŜǊ спΦΦΦwȄŘт срΦŜȄŘт vȄŎрҌ ссΦYōн 
Kxd7 but in a position where both players are down to 
almost no time, anything can happen. 
65.Rd4 Qa2 66.Nb6+ Kc7 67.Nd7? 1-0  
[ƛǘǘƭŜΥ ά¢ƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ Ǌŀƴ ƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǎƛȄ ƻǊ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ƳƻǾŜǎ 
at pace too fast for me to record. Phil's clock had one 
second on it as did Steve's. Taylor's flag dropped 
before Sells' did. What an entertaining battle with 
many ideas and very good execution even when the 
clocks were down to near no time at all. An excellent 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ōȅ ōƻǘƘ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΦέ IƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀǎǘ 
recorded move seems to be a blunder because black 
now wins with 67...Rg7! 68.Nf6 (68.e7 Qa3+ 69.Kc4 
Qxe3) 68...Qa1+ 69.Kc4 Qf1+ 70.Kb3 Qxf6 but with the 
time situation it's unclear if either side could have 
worked out the tactics.) 
 
Speaking of the Schenectady Club, at long last the two 
preliminary sections of the annual club championship 
have finished, and the finals have begun. 
 
Back in October, the championship contestants were 
split into two sections of roughly equal playing 
strength with the top three finishers advancing to the 
six-player final section. 
 
In spite of attempts to make the process as fair as 
possible it was clearly tougher to qualify in the “A” 
section, if only for the reason it had an extra player.  
Mike Mockler finished in clear first place, only giving 
up three draws along the way for an 8½-1½  final 
result.  Two key wins in his last two games gave Dean 
Howard second place with 7½-2½ .  Bobby Rotter 
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squeaked into third place with a 7-3 record – Bobby 
was also undefeated, but gave up six (!) draws along 
the way.  Former championship finalists Bill Little and 
Alan LeCours were just barely out of the running with 
6½-3½ .  The rest of the section: Chen Qu (5½-4½ ), 
Richard Chu (5-5), David Connors (4½-5½ ), Jeff 
Capitummino (2-8), Charles Eson (2-8) and Yogi 
Kanakamedala (0-10). 
 
The “B” section was a trifle easier because it had 10 
players instead of 11.  Defending champion Philip Sells 
dominated here with an 8½-½  result.  Strong 
scholastic player Patrick Chi was right behind him with 
8-1.  There was a brawl for the last qualifying place 
with John Phillips (6-3) finally emerging ahead of John 
Barnes (5-4).  The rest of the players: Jonathan Lack 
(4½-4½ ), Brij Saran (4½-4½ ), Cory Northrup (3½-5½ ), 
Dilip Aaron (2-7), George Dipre (1½-7½ ) and Michael 
Stanley (1½-7½ ). 
 
So the six finalists are, in rating order: Dean Howard, 
Patrick Chi, Philip Sells, Bobby Rotter, Mike Mockler 
and John Phillips.  If I had to handicap it I would say 
Sells has a slight edge, but the State Elementary 
Champion Patrick Chi is a big question mark: obviously 
talented and improving rapidly, but erratic.  Frankly, 
the players are so closely matched that anything could 
happen. 
 
 
Here is a sparkling game from the “A” section of the 
club championship preliminaries between frequent 
championship qualifier Bobby Rotter and scholastic 
player Chen Qu.  In the middle game, Bobby got an 
idea for the offer of a knight that involved some very 
deep calculation.  My chess computer thought this 
was a bad idea, and instead endorsed a safe, 
positional continuation.  The move Rotter chose was 
such a nice tactical shot, with a lot of traps for Black to 
fall into, that it was really a much better move, 
practically speaking. 

 
Bobby Rotter (1929) ς Chen Qu (1650) [B25] 
Schenectady CC Championship, prelim-A Niskayuna, 
NY, October 22, 2009 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nc3 d6 3.g3 Nc6 4.Bg2 g6 5.d3 Bg7 6.Nge2 
e6 7.Be3 Nd4 8.Qd2 Nxe2!?  
This move is just about unknown - small wonder since 

it gives up Black's strong knight for a piece that's just 
moved once.  The main lines here are 8...Rb8, 8...Ne7 
and 8...Qa5, all of which have done well for Black. 
9.Qxe2 Qb6 10.Nd1 Ne7 11.0-0 0-0 12.h4 Nc6 13.c3 f5 
14.exf5 exf5 15.Bd5+ Kh8 16.h5!  
White already has a plan - he's going to tear up Black's 
kingside.  My computer things that White has a tiny 
advantage here, but I think the first player is a little 
better than that.  Thematically in the Closed Sicilian 
White attacks on the Kingside while Black presses on 
the Queenside and it can be clearly seen that's White's 
attack is quite a bit farther along than Black's is. 
16...Ne7 17.Bb3 d5 18.hxg6 hxg6 19.Kg2 Qc6 20.Rh1+ 
Kg8 21.Bh6  
Removing the main defender of the squares around 
Black's King. 
21...Be6 22.Bxg7 Kxg7 23.Qe5+ Rf6 24.Ne3!!  
White had to see far into the position to make this 
move, which seemingly drops a piece.  My chess 
computer doesn't like it, instead suggesting 24.d4 c4 
25.Bc2 Re8 26.Ne3 Ng8 27.Qf4 Qb5 28.Rab1 with a 
distinct advantage to White, but I think the move in 
the game is a lot more fun, and it gives Black more of 
a chance to make a misstep. 
24...d4+ 25.f3!  
²ƘƛǘŜ ƘŀŘ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ Ƙƻǿ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ άǉǳƛŜǘέ 
move would be, but in fact it is forced. 
25...dxe3?  
This seems so obvious - why not take the loose Knight? 
- but in fact it loses.  However, Bobby had seen that 
even with best play Black was in trouble: 25...Bxb3 
(25...Ng8 26.cxd4 Bxb3 27.axb3 Re8 28.Qf4 cxd4 
29.Qxd4 and White is better.) 26.Qxe7+! Rf7 (Even 
worse is 26...Bf7 27.Nd5 Qxd5 28.Rh7+ Kxh7 29.Qxf6 , 
etc.) 27.Nxf5+! gxf5 28.Qh4 Qg6 29.axb3 and White is 
probably winning.  A remarkable thing is that Bobby 
gave me all this analysis over the phone, without a 
chess board in front of him. 
26.Rh7+!  
.ƭŀŎƪ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎΦ  Lǘϥǎ ŀ άǇǎŜǳŘƻ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜέ 
since White immediately gets his material back, but 
more importantly Black's king position is fatally 
compromised. 
26...Kxh7 27.Qxf6 Ng8 28.Rh1+ Nh6 29.Qe7+ Kg8 
30.Bxe6+ 1-0 
 
Local Chess prodigy and State Scholastic Champion 
Deepak Aaron gave a simultaneous exhibition at 
Middletown High School on January 31.  He faced 
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thirty-two players, and beat them all, scoring a perfect 
32-0 result.  Looking dapper in a suit and tie, Deepak 
mowed down the competition, although as you can 
see by the game below, he had a close call or two.  
Middletown is about two hours away from the Capital 
District by car in Orange County. 
 
Deepak also played a simultaneous exhibition closer 
to home, in fact at his own school, Niskayuna High 
School, on March 2.  Here Deepak faced 29 or 30 
players but the result was the same – a  perfect score 
for the expert.  I watched the conclusion of the last 
game and I was amused to note that most of the 
spectators were inside the circle of tables, standing 
behind Deepak, almost like they were trying to be on 
what they knew was the winning side. 
 
 
Speaking of Brother John, his Make the Right Move 
(MTRM)free scholastic tournaments continue to be 
the heart of scholastic chess in the region.   
 
The first MTRM tournament of 2010, the 40th overall, 
took place January 9 at Albany High School.  Overall 66 
players competed in the seven sections. 
 
Top-rated Zachary Calderon dominated the Open 
section with a perfect 4-0 score.   Colin Denniston and 
Mohammed Hossain were second and third with 3-1.   
 
Here’s an example of Zachary’s play in a wild and 
wooly Evans Gambit.  Calderon-Michael Zhao from 
round one went: 1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bc5 4.b4 
Bb6 5.a4 Nxb4 6.Nxe5? d6? 6...Qf6! wins material. 
7.Nxf7 Qf6 8.0-0 Qxa1 9.Nc3 Bd4? 9...Nf6 is 
equal.10.Nb5 Bb6 11.Qf3 Nf6? Last chance to extract 
the Queen with 11...Qf6. 12.Nxh8 Bg4 13.Qb3 Nc6 
14.Bb2 Na5 15.Qc3? 15.Nxc7+ Bxc7 16.Bb5+ Kd8 
17.Qf7 wins. 15...Nxe4? Black escapes with 15...Qxa4. 
16.Qxg7 Bxf2+ 17.Kh1 Bb6 18.Bxa1 Nf2+ 19.Rxf2 1-0. 
 
Danny Diaz similarly ruled the Under-1000 section, 
also with a 4-0 result. Jeffrey Qu was second with 3-1. 
Another perfect score was atop the Under-800 section 
as Patrick Ravida scored 4-0.  Sarah Dennis was second 
with 3-1.  The Under-500 section ended in a tie as 
both Joseph Garozzo and Vignesh Pernati had perfect 
4-0 scores.   
 

In the unrated section for players in grades six and 
above, Sean Kusche and Michael Fallen were first and 
second with 3-1.  Antonio Lacy won the unrated 
section for players in grades three through five with a 
3½-½  record.  Ellisol Strich was second with 3-1.  The 
unrated section for players in grades two and below 
was won by Silas Strich with a perfect 4-0 record.   
 
Menands was top team with 11½  points, followed 
close behind by Coxsackie with 11 points and the 
Montessori Magnet School in Albany with 10½ . 
 
The fifth Make the Right Move free scholastic 
tournament of the school year, the 41st overall, was 
held on February 6 at Albany High School.  The trend 
of strong turnouts continued with 92 players 
competing in the seven sections. 
 
George Shi won the Open section with a 3-1 record, 
his only loss was to Yogi Kanakamedala, who finished 
second with 2-2.   
 
Amani Jones was the clear winner of the Under-1000 
section with an undefeated 3½-½  score.  Danny Diaz 
and Marcel Garbos were second and third with 2½-1½ . 
Chyim Bowen and Matt Shottenfeld were first and 
second in the Under-800, both scoring 3-1.   
 
The Under-500 section was won by Nitin Obla with a 
perfect 4-0 score.  Second through fifth with 3-1 were: 
Deepti Aaron, Michael Oberly, Nathaniel Cotto and 
Adam Carr.   The unrated Open section had two 
perfect 4-0 scores at the top with Mahindra Singh 
edging out Michelle Britt-Bussler on tiebreaks.  
Emmanuel Horton was clear third with 3-1. 
 
The biggest section by far was the one for unrated 
players from grades three to five, and this was won by 
Antonio Lacey, with a perfect 4-0 record.  Adam 
Alecsic was clear second with 3½-½ .  Third through 
sixth with 3-1 were: Nasir Mayfield, Keeshma Sing, 
Jonathon Robles and Joey Mercado.   
 
Christopher Lasher topped the unrated section for 
players in grades two and below, also with a 4-0 score.  
Nate Frey and Kenneth Elwaru were second and third 
with 3½-½ .  Eric Hartnagle was clear fourth with 3-1. 
 
Schenectady’s Martin Luther King Elementary was top 
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school by a narrow margin with 13½  points.  Both 
tournaments was organized and directed by Brother 
John McManus. 



25 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
2008 Absolute Championship Ciaran O'Hare 
2008 Champion Ciaran O'Hare of Oklahoma City has 
scored an undefeated 10-2 to win the 2008 Absolute 
Championship. Ciaran, born in Ireland 51 years ago ,is 
a surgeon in Oklahoma. With no time for weekend 
OTB tournaments, Ciaran took to correspondence 
chess and got serious about it seven years ago. He 
notes that it has taken that time to appreciate how 
different a game it is than OTB.  
 
Ciaran modestly attributes his win this year to a lot of 
luck, but let the reader decide after playing over this 
win against the always dangerous Joseph Shipman.  
 
MORRA GAMBIT (B21)  
White: Joseph Shipman (2209)  
Black: Ciaran O'Hare (2419)  
2008 Absolute  
1.e4 c5 2.d4  
Shipman is one of the last of the Romantics, 
specializing in the Morra and other ultra-aggressive 
openings.  
2...cxd4 3.c3 dxc3 4.Nxc3 Nc6 5.Nf3 e6 6.Bc4 a6 7.0-0 
Nge7 8.Bg5 f6  
This ugly-looking move is probably Black's best and is 
actually quite effective. It breaks the pin and keeps e5 
under control.  
9.Be3 b5 10.Bb3 Bb7 11.Nd2  
Just about everything has been tried here for White -- 
11. a3, 11. Bc5, 11. Nh4, 11. Qe2, 11. Nd4 with 
consistently poor results, White, at best, fighting for a 
draw.  
11...Na5 12.Bc2 Rc8 13.f4  
Spain-Stewart, New Zealand CC 2006 saw 13. Rc1 Ng6 
14. f4 Bc5 15. Bxc5 Rxc5 16. f5 with roughly even 
chances.  
13...Qc7 14.Rc1 Ng6 15.f5  
Plowing straight ahead, but Black's game is too sound 
for brute force to overtake.  
15...Bc5!  
Black gets rid of White's best minor piece,  
 
 
 

 
 
securing e5 for himself, greater board mobility, and an 
extra Pawn.  
16.Bxc5 Qxc5+ 17.Kh1 Ne5 18.Nb3  
After 18. Qh5+ Ke7 the Black King is safe in the center, 
but this seems a better bet for an attacking player to 
try. In either case, Black is fine. This exchange allows 
Black to swap off his distant Knight.  
18...Nxb3 19.Bxb3 Qb6 20.Qh5+ Ke7 21.Qh3 h5!  
 
 

 
 
With this, the attack gradually slides over to Black. The 
idea is simple enough ...Ng4-f2+ White removes the 
Queen from danger, but then Black's Pawns advance 
looking for open lines.  
22.Qg3 Rhg8 23.Rcd1 g5 24.Qe1 h4 25.h3 a5 26.a3 g4 
27.fxe6 gxh3 28.gxh3 Rg3 29.exd7 Rh8  
An odd-looking move in the midst of attacking the 
King. The idea is to not allow an eventual Qxh4 
attacking the f6 and h7 square with possible 
complications.  
30.Kh2  
White cannot allow 30...Rxh3+ stripping the King of all 
his guards, but now Black pockets the exchange and 
continues his attack. The conclusion is nice. Game 
Over.  
 
 
 
30...Nf3+ 31.Rxf3 Rxf3 32.Bd5 b4 33.axb4 Kd8 34.b5 
Qc7+ 35.e5 Rh5 36.b6 Qb8 37.Bxf3 Rxe5 0-1  
 

Western New York Chess News 
From staff reports 

 
Alanna Katz repeated her results from February and 

Check is in the Mail (with the 65th square) 
By FM and ICCM Alex Dunne 
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won the March 6 Sardinia tournament open section. 
She defeated Chris Darling, Pat Patterson, and Ryan 
Madden to win clear first in the top section. Excellent 
job again Alanna! 
 
Ryan Madden, Pat Patterson, and Mike Jocko tied for 
2nd with two pointts. Carl Raymore won the Under 
1000 prize. 
 
In the Scholastic Section, John Osborne of Colden, NY 
went undefeated with 8 wins and 2 draws to win the 
trophy. Nate Schiener scored 8.5 to finish second 
while Wes Darling and Francis Kilcoyne of Hornell tied 
for 3rd with 8-2 scores. 
 
Buffalo’s Main Place Mall hosted the Barack Obama 
President’s Day Grand Prix in February. 
 
In the Scholastic section, which is dedicated in 
memory of Flight #3407 (the flight which crashed 
outside Buffalo last year), John Osborn took top 
honors as the undefeated Champion. Second Place 
went to Matthew Leahy of Bishop Timon, and there 
was a tie for third Place among Miles A. James, Urban 
Knights Chess Club, Julius Spencer, returning Urban 
Knights, and Cole H. Ammons, a visiting player from 
Charlotte, NC. 
 
In memory of the Haitian Earthquake Relief Under 
1500 Section had a new member Amanda Paul, 
visiting from New York City, inspired her Dad, Dr 
James J Paul, to win the section as the top player.  
There was a  second Place tie among two attorneys, 
James P. Davis and Robert Simpson,  along with 
tournament regular David Gluchowski. 
In the Barack Obama Grand Prix Section fireworks 
were still the order of the day. Benjamin W. Havey 
earned top honors as Champion.  David Biddle earned 
second prize with the tournament‘s biggest upset, 
knocking off the highest-rated player, Alanna 
Katz(1859)in round one for 289 points.  
 
A special thanks is due to volunteers Michael Dunn, 
James Paul and Robert Simpson who made 
contributions to the pizza, fruit and refreshments. Top 
Kudos and thanks again to Lorena James, 5th grader 
from Nichols and Chess Mom Cathy Cummings who 
loves the business side of chess, plays hostess of our 
Pizza Lunch.  

 
Alanna Katz (1850) gave the boys a lesson at the 
February Sardinia monthly tournament, defeating the 
chess ambassador Mike Mc Duffie, veteran John 
Mauer, and Pat Patterson to win the three- round 
Swiss event. Great job Alanna! 
 
This tournament saw the return of John Mauer (2044), 
who was once Jamestown City Champion, and who 
played for many years at the Queen City chess club in 
Buffalo. Mauer, Don Hoak (1799), and Patterson 
(1690) tied for 2nd-4th. Mc Duffie, Austin Kossow, 
Ryan and Nathan Palmisano, and Carl Raymore all tied 
for the Under 1500 prize. 
 
In the scholastic section, there were 11 entries. 
Pioneer Middle school fifth grader Chris Darling went 
9-0 to win first in the tournament round-robin. Its 
time for this kid to move up! John Osborne, Sam 
Tillinghast, and newcomer Francis Kilcoyne from 
Hornell tied for second with 7.5-1.5 scores.  

 

 

www.nysca.net  



27 

 

 

32nd Marchand Open 
Rocks Rochester  

By Karl Heck 
For the 32nd consecutive year, the Marchand Open 
was the highlight of the early spring chess calendar in 
Western New York.  The tournament, which honors 
the most active chess player in USCF history at the 
time of his death and former New York State 
Champion Dr. Erich Marchand, drew 125 players 
February 19-21 to St. John Fisher College in the 
Rochester suburb of Pittsford in pursuit of $10,750 in 
prize money and 120 USCF Grand Prix Points. 
 
The 50-player Open section included GM Eugene 
Perelshteyn from Massachusetts and IM Bryan Smith 
from Pennsylvania, who contributed an article on this 
Heritage Event to uschess.com.  New York State 
Championship top finisher Siddharth Ravichandran 
also joined the tournament from downstate. 
 
Perelshteyn and local Expert Ben Dean-Kawamura 
ended up tying for first with 4 ½  points in the Open 
section.  Perelshteyn won his first four games, 
including a win over Texas Grandmaster Magesh 
Panchanathan in the fourth round, before drawing 
Ravichandran in the last round and heading back to 
the Bay State with a split of first-second money.  
Dean-Kawamura drew Expert Aaron Jones in the 
second round, and defeater FM Igor Golyak and WFM 
Anna Levina. 
 
IM Smith, GM Panchanathan and SM Ravichandran all 
tied for second.  Smith drew Lavina and Ravichandran, 
and Ravichandran was also undefeated.   New York 
State tournament of champions qualifier FM Igor 
Nikolayev, New Jersey Expert Kanwal Bhatia and top 
class finisher David Phelps all tied for sixth with 3 ½  
points.  GM Alexander Ivanov led a contingent in ninth 
with three points losing two games.  It wasn’t your 
typical Upstate tournament. 
 
Long-time Buffalo-area chess organizer and player 
Thomas Warner returned to the class A ranks with a 
victory in the 33-player Under 1800 section.  Warner 
scored 4 ½  points, drawing second-place finisher  Mike 
Jocko in the last round to secure overall section 

victory.  Jocko and Anthony Badamo tied for second 
with four points, Badamo losing to Warner in the 
fourth round, and Jocko conceding two draws for an 
undefeated score.  Ryan Madden, Patrick Robinson 
and Top Under 1600 finisher David Miller tied for 
fourth with 3 ½  points. 
 
Newcomer George Liu swept the Under 1400 section 
with a perfect 5-0 score in only his second rated 
tournament.  Liu raised his provisional rating almost 
350 points with the win, where he defeated three of 
the next four highest finishers.  Pranav Devarakonda 
was clear second with four points, and five players 
tied for third with 3 ½  points in a very tightly-
contested section:  James Paul, David Markakis, Nolan 
Henrie, Neil Kasarla, and Kevin Shea. 
 
Scholastic player Micah Weisner swept the Under 
1000 section with a perfect 5-0 score.  Unrated Carson 
Hobler and Matthew Wang tied for second with four 
points, and Sam Cherin, Sean Jones and Geoffrey 
Williams tied for fourth with 3 ½  points. 
 
The tournament was organized by Ron Lohrman and 
directed by Mike Lionti.   As always with the Rochester 
Chess Center, there were many volunteers assisting, 
another part of the Marchand tradition. 
 
The Marchand Open is a true Upstate New York 
treasure.  Dr. Marchand played in every edition of the 
tournament until his death, and requested that people 
“play chess in his memory.”  With 125 players from 
throughout the Northeast and beyond competing at 
St. John Fisher, I am sure Dr. Marchand was smiling in 
heaven during the tournament. 
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Flower City Chess News 
From staff reports 

 
March 13 was the date for the monthly Jenifer Woods 
Grand Prix tournament at the Rochester Chess Center.   
 
The 21-player Grand Prix section was won by FM Igor 
Nikolayev and WFM Anna Levina with 3 ½  points.  
They drew in the last round after winning the first 
three games.  Buffalo Expert Marijan Procyk and 
Geneva’s Derek Linton tied for third with three points, 
with Linton going undefeated.  Long-time Buffalo 
organizer Michael McDuffie won the top class prize. 
 
Wendell Lambert won the Youth section with a 
perfect 3-0 score.  Charles Shi and Edwin Rosenburg 
tied for second with two points.   
 
The tournament was organized by the Rochester 
Chess Center and directed by Ron Lohrman. 
 
Fifteen players returned the next week for the March 
20 regular Saturday tournament at the Rochester 
Chess Center.  FM Igor Nikolayev and Meghesh 
Pansari both had perfect 3-0 scores.  John Manning, 
John Frearson, and provisionally-rated player 
Matthew McMahon tied for third with two points.  
The tournament was organized and directed by Ron 
Lohrman. 
 
The March 6 tournament had 21 players, and featured 
a return to the top of the table for FM Isay Golyak, a 
fixture at the Chess Center for well over a decade.  
Golyak won his first two games, and then drew Expert 
Aaron Jones in the last round.  Sherman Cunningham 
also joined the tie with wins in his last two rounds. 
 
Jacob Chen swept the Youth section with four points.  
Ambrose Burgett and Ethan Doyle tied for second with 
2 ½  points in the Ron Lohrman organized and directed 
event. 
 
The Rochester Chess Center has organized scholastic 
chess leagues in the Rochester and Buffalo areas for 
over a decade, and the leagues are winding down 
their seasons.  The Rochester playoffs are in April, but 
the Buffalo leagues have completed their seasons.  
The three league winners were Pioneer School in 

League One with a perfect 10-0 score, Bishop Timon 
with a perfect 11-0 score in League Two, and Canisius 
with a 11-1 score in League Three.  The Nichols School 
was second in League Three with a 10-2 record.  
Despite the recession and school cutbacks, 18 Buffalo-
area schools participated in the League this season. 
 
The Rochester League had 41 participating schools.  
There will be full coverage of their league in the 
Summer issue. 
 
Eric Luce pulled the upset at the February 27 
Rochester Chess Center tournament, beating FM Igor 
Nikolayev in the last round (even giving draw odds) to 
tie for first with Meghesh Pansari.   Nikolayev, FM Isay 
Golyak and Syracuse-area Expert Connor Izard tied for 
third with 2-1 scores. 
 
Abraham Glasser won the Under 1800 section with its 
only perfect 3-0 score.  Ethan Yung and John Frearson 
tied for second at 2-1. 
 
Charles Shi won the Youth section with a perfect 4-0 
score, with Edwin Rosenburg second with three 
points.  The Rochester Chess Center organized the 
tournament, and Mike Lionti directed. 
 
The February Jenifer Woods Grand Prix was won on 
February 13 by FM Igor Nikolayev with 3 ½  points.  
Nikolayev took a half-point bye in round three (as did 
FM Isay Golyak, who tied for second) and won his 
other three games to win the event.  Golyak, Douglas 
Spencer and James Wu tied for second with three 
points.   
 
Ryan McIntosh swept the Youth section with a perfect 
4-0 score in the Ron Lohrman directed event. 

News from the Marshall -- New 
¸ƻǊƪΩǎ aƻǎǘ Cŀmous Chess Club 

From staff reports 
Bobby Fischer would have been 67 years old on March 
9th.  To commemorate the birthday of the last New 
Yorker to win the World Championship, the Marshall 
Chess Club hosted a Blitz Tournament in the club’s 
Great Hall, the site of many Bobby Fischer triumphs. 
 

Fifty-four players, including seven GM’s, contested the 
tournament.  One of the participants was GM William 
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Lombardy, Fischer’s second in the 1972 World Chess 
Championship match in Iceland, along with noted 
Fischer biographer and Marshall Chess Club president 
Dr. Frank Brady. 
 
Two former New York State Championship 
tournament winners, GM Giorgi Kacheishvili and GM-
elect Alexander Lenderman, tied for first with 7-2 
scores along with GM Mikheil Kekelidze.  Kacheishvili 
was in command of the tournament until the final 
round, when Lenderman was able to defeat him and 
force the three-way tie. 
 
IM Augusto Moran, GM Leonid Yudasin and GM 
Rashad Babaev tied for fourth with 6 ½  points.  
Former New York State Champion and NYSCA Board 
member GM Joel Benjamin led a contingent of players 
at 6-3. 
 
Part of the Marshall mission is to continue to build the 
number of FIDE-rated players in New York, and to 
provide opportunities for FIDE-rated play.  The latest 
edition of Marshall FIDE Thursday was won by NM 
Raven Sturt with a 5-1 score.  NM Zahar Hilkevich was 
clear second with 4 ½  points, and George Berg 
finished third with four points, and earned six games 
toward his first FIDE rating.  Matthew Morales 
directed the tournament for the Marshall, which is run 
as a six-round weekly Swiss at Game in 120 minutes. 
 
GM Alexander Stripunsky swept the 42-player March 
25th edition of Four Rated Games Tonight, the longest-
running weekly USCF-rated tournament in the 
country, which is contested at Action Chess speed.  
Surprisingly given the number of players, he was the 
only 4-0 score in the tournament. 
 
GM Mikheil Kekelidze and NM Oliver Chernin of 

Connecticut tied for second with 3 ½  points.  They 
drew in the second round, a substantial upset for the 
lower-rated Master. 
 
Aleksandr Lenderman won the February edition of the 
Marshall Masters, scoring 3 ½  points in the four-round 
event.  GM Leonid Yudasin, IM Justin Sarkar and 
 
SM Yaacov Norowitz tied for second with three points.  
Steve Immitt directed the tournament on behalf of the 
Marshall. 
 
The March 18th edition of Four Rated Games Tonight 
drew 29 players to the Marshall, and GM Mikheil 
Kekelidze was the clear winner with the tournament’s 
only perfect 4-0 score.  Former New York State 
Champion IM Jay Bonin was clear second with 3 ½  
points, and FM Asa Hoffman, Michael Hehir, former 
NYSCA president Joe Lux, Joshua Colas and Moshe 
Uminer tied for third with three points.  Andre 
Harding directed for the Marshall. 
 
Kekelidze had company at the top on March 11th, with 
FM Asa Hoffmann and IM Jay Bonin joining the 
Georgian GM at the top of the 32-player tournament.  
Hoffmann drew Kekelidze in the third round, while 
Bonin was drawing Expert James Black.  Mackenize 
Molner, Ana Izoria, Irina Yudasina and Jeremy Graham 
all tied for fourth with three points.  Hector Rodriguez 
III directed for the Marshall. 
 
March 4th brought 35 players for the weekly Four 
Rated Games Tonight. FM Asa Hoffmann and NM 
Oliver Chernin drew in the last round, allowing IM Jay 
Bonin to join the tie for first with 3 ½  points.  NM Leif 
Pressman, Joshua Colas and Michael Bodek tied for 
fourth with three points.  Hector Rodriguez III 
directed.  

18th annual 

NEW YORK STATE OPEN 

May 14-16 or 15-16, 2010 - Lake George, NY 

$4000 GUARANTEED PRIZE FUND 
Prize fund $1000 more than 2009! New SENIOR SECTION! 
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World Chess Live Grand Prix Points: 30 (enhanced)  
5 round Swiss, 30/90, SD/1 (2-day option, rds 1-2 G/60), Howard Johnson Tiki Resort, 2 Canada 

St, Lake George NY 12845. Prizes $4000 unconditionally guaranteed. In 3 sections.  
Open Section: $500-250-130, top 1910-2109 $200-100, top Under 1910 $200-100.  

 
Senior Section: Open to under 2010 or unrated born before 5/17/60: $400-200-100, top Under 

1810 $200-100, top Under 1610 $170-90. No unrated may win over $250. 
Under 1710 Section: $400-200-100, top Under 1510 (no unr) $200-100, top Under 1310 (no unr) 

$170-90. No unrated may win over $150.  
 

All: 1 year NYSCA membership to NY residents who are not members. 
 

Entry fee: 3-day $78, 2-day $77 mailed by 5/7, both $79 ONLINE at chesstour.com by 5/12, $85 

phoned by 5/12 to 406-896-2038 (payment only, no questions), $90 at site. $40 less to unrated in 
Under 1710 or Senior Section. No checks at site, credit cards OK.  

Both sections: Special 1 year USCF dues with Chess Life if paid with entry. ONLINE at 

chesstour.com, Adult $30, Young Adult $20. Mailed, phoned or paid at site, Adult $40, Young Adult 
$30.  

 
Re-entry $40, not available in Open Section. GMs free, $60 deducted from prize.  

3-day schedule: Reg ends Fri 6:30 pm, rds. Fri 7 pm, Sat 12 noon & 6 pm, Sun 9 am & 2:15 pm.  
2-day schedule: Reg ends Sat 10:30 am, rds Sat 12 noon, 3 pm & 6 pm, Sun 9 am & 2:15 pm.  

Half point byes OK all, must commit before rd 2; limit 2 byes (limit 1 bye towards U1910, U1610 or 
U1310 prizes).  

Hotel rates: $59-59-70 (2 double beds), 65-65-76 (2 queen beds), 518-668-5744, reserve by 5/5 
or rate may increase.  

Car rental: Avis, 800-331-1600, use AWD #D657633, or reserve car online through 
chesstour.com.  

Bring set, board, clock if possible- none supplied! 
Ratings: May official USCF rating list used. Unofficial uschess.org ratings based on 4 or more 

games usually used if otherwise unrated. Unofficial ratings are not used if you have an official 
rating. Foreign player rating info.  

 
Entry: Continental Chess, Box 249, Salisbury Mills NY 12577. $15 service charge for refunds. 

Questions: www.chesstour.com, 845-496-9658. Advance entries posted at chesstour.com. JGP 
(Junior Grand Prix points available).  

 

http://www.entry.cc/home/merchant.mv?Screen=CTGY&Store_Code=CCA&Category_Code=NYSO
http://www.entry.cc/home/merchant.mv?Screen=CTGY&Store_Code=CCA&Category_Code=NYSO
http://tinyurl.com/3xjsxr
http://www.chesstour.com/foreignratings.htm

